| CHRIST: | 
IMPORTUNITY 
w I T: H 


"SINNERS 


To accept of HIM. 


— Wn it ———— 


L — — 


By S: Bold, Reftorof i 
| _ 


| — 


« } 441 day long have I ftrached forth my hands 
'& wo 4 4:ſobedient and gainſ aying Pangio, 
f | Rom. 10. 21. «x of 
As 1 live, ſaith the Lord Gad, I have'no' \ *_-* 
pleaſure in the death of the Wicked, but 

-that the Wicked turn from his way and | 
live : Turn ye, turn ye” from your evil © \\\ 


ways 3 for why will yew ? Ezck.3731. 


—_. 


ndon. Printed for Amhſbant Churchill in © 
. Ave- -Mary Lane, and are to be ſold by © $ 
William Churchill Bookicller 4 in Dore Wn 
| _ Te. "2 


"0 


- - _ 
& TRY . ; ' wo 
. + id "> - Py . - 


| $$68&28 FRULSARER: 
\{ VLEBLPSIELEEDED 


TK 
5 | , S DO 34" 50 


PREFACE 


* 


TO." F HE.” 4.4 db b 


141% AJUC 
RE 


Cn 
\KEADER® 

ED E 6 <a 4 

T -E7 B. Fdappineſs ad be 
dy pe Heaven, ant} "the 
| orror and - Anguiſh \bf 
Hell are. moſt.cert ain; ſtable, and 
| durable Eſtates.) » We "bavei\ a 


great, CN rt us ſatisfy* | 
Fe A 3 ing 


_—— " 


ing Eooleve that -— if TR 
and umpenaent Satners, ſhall be for 
ever mexpreſsibly ard unconceivably 
| miſerable, as us fit for reaſonable 
] (reatures to. bave m thu World, 
| and as Infinite Wiſdom bath thought 
meet to afford. The 'Evidence: # 
futh, *that whoſoever would pretend 
to require more ſuitable, more pro- 
per, and more powerful diſcoveries, 
were <e put t0Jinvent Methods of 
bis xn -for bis particmlar/fatiſ- | 
faftion, would have as reaſonable, 
4s. juſt, and'as good grounds, af- 
ter: bis: :FInmour. and” Fancy 
ghatified,  to-contiuue an- Infil as 
befare';, \ſee Luke 16. 30, 1. 
Fe that. thinks. it a diſparag ement \ 
to bis Wit, or. a blemiſh fo bis Cow» | 


"Fe, fo: "es in the Teſtimony 
of 


DO HE” Nw abs —————  __—— PR, 


to the Readet. 

God, as delivered in our Bi- 
bles, might with greater- aſſurance 
refuſe his aſſent to. the Damn d 
themſelves, did he ſee them in 
Flames, and hear their perſonal ac- 
knowledgments, that their Vices 
and Sins had wrought them all that 
miſery. hor why ſhould be heed 
and credit them who have not trick 
enough to diſguiſe, or obſtinacy #- 
nough to deny their Guilt. 


* The ſubſequent Diſcourſe was 
not deſign'd for them whoſe. unna- 
tural-Immoralytes,. : or- ſtudied: In- 
credulity, has given them an ele- 
vation (44 they conceit) above con» - 
VitHton. It nothing but. partiCti- _ 
lar Experience, will aſſure them.of 
eternal and_unſufferable Torments, 

| A 4 I 


. The' Preface 
I leaye them (as Perſons out of 
the reach of Ratiocination and Dife 

- Courſe) to what will certainly 0- 
vertake them, and that before they 
are willing, | 


And therefore intending the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, eſpecially for the 
| plain and ordmary fort, who have 
Fo notoft all ſenſe, I will briefly ad- * 
E-—- dreſs.to thewpin a-Stile proportions 
* Bleto the plainneſs and familiarity 
_ in the ew rem ol it ſelf. - 


:\]-envyear you, who''rerain any 
Parks of Humanity, who have a 
fenfe that your Souls are Immortal, 
who atknowledy there 4s ſome bf: 
ference ' between Good' and- Evil, 
Varawe \and-Vice, and whom your 


1 | general 


ro the Reader. 


| general "Prfefrion 'd> 091 that "the 


Scriptures are*the- Word" of God'; 
T [99, F a6 bey, andm)/t earneſt 
ly befeeth* you, *by ull that" —_ 
te "dear untt Precioi witto"yp01} Yo 
think" [eiouſty" # little "bhi "rhe Fot- 
lowing Particulars. Be fo ji 
to your ſelves, ſo reſpetful to 
Gen" ey, found þ kvid to 
tbr who 4s mſt paſſionate yl de 


free Jour everl:ſting Happineſs, as 


' to" allow-4* feiv fober hier. rp d- 


bout Matter?" whith. of 2 mo/# 
neceſſary and wnſpeakable' bor 
tance. unto yon. - Why ſhould: you 

ruſh ton God s Wrath, pretipita.z 
s/ betillefly- throw yur." wn | 
heddlong into Wort nenehable 
ms, , and grieve- and end 
A 5 & Hearts 


The Preface. 
Hearts, of. thoſe who._inceſſantly 
pray, and deſire, and long, . and | 
wait, for your endleſs Good and | 
Comfort.. , Be prevailed, with then 
to confider, with ſome ſedateneſs 
and” calmneſs, theſe few Inſtan- 


CEF, 


1.1 Though God made Man 
at firſt a very excellent, . holy, 
upright, and unblemiſh'd-Crea- 
ture, yet now we are all by 
Sin defiled, and made unholy, 
and brought under Guilt, ' So 
that as long as we remain in 
our. natural and unregenerate 
Eſtate, .we are obnoxious and 
liable to God's Curle, and have 
a juſt right to all the eribe 

; Rn - 
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Dilcoveries, and molt dreadful 
Effects of i Divine and Infinite 
Tuſtice ; ſee Rom. 5.1 2,8 1.18. 


Epbeſ.2.1,2,3.. Jobn 3,3 6. 


2. God hath not left us re- 
medileſly in that {ad and deplo- 
rable, andas to.all meer Cica- 
rure-relief, helpleſs Eſtate, in- 
to which we are ſunk by Sin-: 
But of his abundant rich and 
free Grace, He. hath provided 
us an Alſufhicieut Saviour and 
ReEdeemer, and hath opened 
unto us-a Door of Hope. _ He 
hath given his own Son to al- 
ſume our Nature, and to make 
Peace and Reconciliation for 
us. By and through 'this Son 


of. ( God, Pardon, Peace, and 
Mercy, 


The Preface” 
Mercy, deliverance from "Sin, 


Guilt, Miſery, and Eterns, 
Damnation is to be obtained, 


and no other way ; fee Rom. 5. 


8,9,10. 1 Tim.1.15. Gal 4.4,5- 
1 John 2. 2,2. A&.4.12. 


3. The Lord Jeſus Chrift 
having accomplifhed all that 
Work he undertook, and which 
was appointed Mm to fniſh 
upon. Earth; and being entred 
into his IMA Adminiftra- 
tion, Jork make moſt gracious 
Offers of himſelf, his Love, his 
Mercy, bis Spirit, and Benefits, 
unto poor Sinners, and is very 
importunate wich them to en- 
tertain and accept of the {ame ; 
Fpheſ. 4.7,to 14. AG. 13, 26. 


_— — Rm. . 


2 Cor.5. 19, to the end, 4 


co the Reader. | 
4. Mutcitodes who havethe 

_ Goſpel,” and partake of the Mi- 
niftry of the Word, and'make 
a profeſſion of Religion, and 
have. theſe gracious Offers 
made unto them, do nor ſnira- 
bly entertain, but deſpiſe and 
reject Chrift and his Benefirs. 
They Rubbornly refuſe to Tub- 
mit to his Authority, to com- 
ply with his Terms,and'imploy 
_ themſelves in bis Service. Nay, 
many offer him the greateſt 2- 
bufes and contempt chey can 
deviſe; ſee Mat. 22. 1;2, &c. 
Luke 19. 14. Jobhn5. 40. AR. 
13. 46. Anddo northe Lives , 
and Pradices of multitudes | 
rofeſfing Chriſtianity, demon- 
ſets all this ?* Look into your. 
Hearts, g 


\ = 
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Hearts, and examine the ordi- 
nary courle of your Converſa- 
tions,. Shall you not there find 
ſufficient and full proof, that 
hitherto you have rejected 
him ? That yet he. hath no 
room in your Hearts, no in- 
fluences on your Pradtices-! O, 
what Ignorance, what Raricox, 
Malice , Revenge, Hatred, 

Wrath, Pats 

Luſts; what Covetouſnels,, 
Earthly- mindedneſs Carnality, 
Pride, Hypocriſy ; what back- 


biing, lying, flandering, evil-_ 


ſpeaking, prophane: and<om- 
mon Swearing , vain, frothy, 
fooliſh, unedifying Words and 
Diſcourſe ; what common 


conanc neglect of. the War- 
p32 EY ſhip 


ed powerful | 


| 
| 


EN 


a 
— We. 


aa 
— WW. 


to the Reader. 


fhip :and Service of God, in 
Families, and in Private. Whac 
ſleighting and conternning 
God's Word and: Ordinances ! 

nay, what ridiculin "Bs and mak- 
Ing a {port of all ſerious Reli- 
gion ! what Drunkennelſs and 
Whoredom, Intemperance and 
Wantonneſs, Oppreſſion, Injur 
tice, Violence, and innumera- 


ble other mol notorious and 


abominable wickedneſſes, may 
multitudes of pretended Chri- 


 ftians every where oblerve in, 


and juſtly 'charge themſelves 
with? Now, are theſe the 
Fruits of Chtift' s gracigus and 
holy Preſence ! Was Chriſt of 
ſuch a Vind !-Did He do ſach 
Thwgs * : Docs he any where 
couns - 


mY, ThePreface FY 
countenance ant4floyy of foch 
things 7 'Can' thoſe "Hearts: 
which cheriſh fach Lufts, and 
from which” fuch ” pollared 
.- Rreams, © and corriipr Frilies.&6 
proceed,” be a Temple: for the 
Holy Jeſns to dwell in ? ' Are 
not thefe_jthe Fruits of the 
Fleſh, which Thi the Ak 
gainft Chrift, and*<xclude Hoſe 
who chetiſh and practiſe them 
obt of, the 'Kingdom of "He: 
ven ? Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Rey. 
21.8; 1 Cor. 6. 9, 19. Ephef. 
4.29, 31- 


- 5, All thoſe who enjoying 
he Galpet; "do ibboroly and 
Finally reje&.Chniſt, and his 
gracious Offets, as their =—_ 


ro the Reader. 
dothunmeaſurably exceed 0- 
ther; Peoples; who have not 
the Light and Mears,the Calls 
and Offers they have, fo they 
- may juſtly expeR, "that their 
Damnation, Miſery; and 'For: 
ment, will exceedingty-our- 
weigh, and be increaſed be 
yond other Peoples. - O, Sirs, 
who <aftithink:6of yoarD 4 
ro Milery, [-teat*di@a 
ent tipo os wenrd 
you, without Teats arid Groans, 
withour Trembling and” Faint- 
ing of Heart and Soul? read 
with attention Prov. 1, 24,8 
Feb. 12. 25. Matth, v1. 21, 
t0/2 5. > 4 


E | . 
" 6 "— . 
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6. Thoſe 'who do truly re- 
ceive and entertain Chriſt, and | 
cloſe with his gracious Offers, | 
are very much changed and al- | 
tered [from what they them- | 
felves,were, and all are by Na- | 
rite; . It is not 4 change of 
Name, or a change of Opi- 
nion, or a change Gm a Par- 
ot or.,a- change as to. any | 
thing which is purely External, 
which will ſerve turn to prove, 
that you have indeed eloſed 
wkh Chrilt., It muſt be 2 real 
change of the Heart, : a change 
of Principles, of Ends, and | 


Purpoles, a change of -the 

whole bent and exerciſe of all 

- the ' Faculties and Powers of 
| the 


_ 


the SE —_ a «8a of 
Life, and\ courke of: Converla- 
tion. \'Hezthat. truly receives 
Chriſt, loves him: with all his 
Hearr, gives him the prehemi- 
nence in every thing, delights 
in-.bis.Laws, reigns up hin 
ſelf \encirely:ro his Diſpofal and 
Governtneht, depends:and re- 
lies on-his Merics, Allufhcien- 
j and Faithfulneſs, - rejoices 


1in OY Comforts, and: acquie\- 


cesin a' patient expeCtation of 
his coming, 'and the -accom- 
pliſhment of his: Promiſes; 
Gal. 6.'v4, 15. 2 Gor. 54 17; 
Rom. 8. $,9.. Tit.2.1 1,42, " 
ha Ts 3; 450.9, | 


LN 4 
# 
. | 
AT | ; x b k] ' © 
. 4 : 


A s Lo 
.” £1 v# QT XD 


E - Now FOWe think 02 theſe | 
* things - ſeritufly,: . efpgpially .exa- 
mine, ſearch and conſider” diligently 
the Scriptures 'you are-referr an one 
to, 1d. apply them faihfulhr 

impattially to your own { on/ciences 
nd Lives, Ucke mo delay, ftand 
uot dut-in oppoſing Chift ang lon 
ger«_.. Do mot deceive and. ow 


Gal. iueg: 1 36 
" Juſt. Zing him > | 
ak of Oi AION :be- 


loft; z. but: if they they 
* bnproved- and. cloſed ' with} thiy- 
will bring /engeance «pou, you t0 
the uttermoſt: 1 Remembiy that 
Chriſt's Invitations *and Intrea- 
*wes will not be very much longer 
COn- 


de, not. carefully 


ta. the Reader. 
continued, ua 18451lt will: pe 


be long be fore. you. muſt lie down. is 
the hy. nile bg 4 Wl thme 


o the $0 
Wy : gh. Sermons, having 
 \(Oppartunities to cry. and proy for 


8 i and Graces with Hops, | 
0 2 


te, if wy i all Oates Call 
#0. accept. of Him and Grace, till 
the 400 4 bimnſelf i qaver; and 
reſol yes bo 0 never. ſpeak -4: wor. 
are , of e or Incourageneant 
wito -y0u, or entertain. &\ favour 
ble thought romgr ds you? ſans 
0 Veg, a 30% fee. your 
ubere; Richer, dpigſe, | 
carnal Delights, Sports and ths: 
W9->*; _ raments, 
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iments, will #8. ſhort time "tak? 
their teave, and fly away from 
you Alas, get what: you" can 
here, if you are” without Chrift, 
you” are - miſerable , Comfortleſs, 
helpleſs: © E'rt long you will ſer 
Death, and Judgment, and Hell, 
plainly before you; * now, what will 
| relieve and: ſupp ort Jon then? 0 
| what Tvifles, 25h Tormeints' will 
your Laſts, and all worldly Bnjoy- 
ments and Entertainments . appear 


'and be thin? What will you do, if 


| you" perfibt to ' deny Chriſt admit. 
f tance, when the Lord Tu — 
Come in flaming Fire,&c.2 1 
x7; 8,9." 0 what 4 dreadful 
"SpeFFable” with Cviſt in2 Glory Be, 
| 0 " the 0b/tinate i Deſpi rT, Con- 
woes, and Sleighters of ' £m, 


The 


«tothe Reader. 

his. Grace, | bis © Spirit, -his Word, 
bis Ordinances, - bis . People, 'bis 
Meſſengers * How full of hor- 
ror, amazement, and terror, will 
the appearance of Chriſt be, to all 
| thoſe againſt whim his Blood will 
riſe, ' and plead for Vengeance ? 
Preſs theſe things on your own 
Hearts, ſhew © ſome love now at 
laſt to your own Souls. *\ Build not. 
your Hopes and ( onfidence on your 
belonging to any Congregation or 
Party, nor on the enjoyment of out- 
ward Goſpel-priviledges ; but ha-' 
fien to Chriſt indeed, and never be 
at reſt till ſavingly united unto him, 
Do not only a but praiſe good 
Books ; Be not only hearers, but - 
' doers of the Word, - leſt you 
deceive your own Souls, Jam. 
+l. B&. 


The Prehace;. exc, 
L,.22- 1: If you get: any. goed by 
this Diſcen ſe, [44 God all the 

Praiſe and.Glory. And when you 
by Lot. an, inter, | in. Chriſt, 
fy a owt of it \ at. the Throne of 
Grace.;, ot, only, for your /elfybut | _ 
to further the. fpmitual Happineſs, | \. 
and eternal. Salpation of him, who Jt 

| wellh deſires | ang $79: +f* 
your everlaſti Pig Wale... C3 I\8; 
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REVELL. lil. 20. 


hepn=frpe the Door, and 


knock ; if any Man hear my 
Vice, and open the Door, I will 
come thito him, and will ſup with 
- bim and be with me. 


HE Condeſcention of our Blef- 
{ed Saviour to Poor Sinners, 
is very / extraordinary and 


miraculots. That reiterated 
Aﬀeonts, and miltiplied Provocations, 
| do ( as1 it were) but only lengthen out 
his Farience, and add eden, and catr- 
neſtneſs to his Importunity, [s indeed the 
PE Ro greuon imaginable of a- 
Toniſhing Kitidneſs, and a Loye which 
cannot be paralte'd, - X 
ut 


(,2-) 

But this 1s not'to encourage our Ob- 
itinacy and Refca@torineſs; It ſhould 
averceme aur. Sturdineſs, and conquer 
and matter our Stubborneſs ; it ſhould 
{often and make us tractable and :com- 
pliant. O the hardneſs of that Heart, 
the ſearedneſs of that Soul and Con- 
{cience, which: will not be melted into a 
remorſefor Sinz' and a' joyful nnfeigned 
cloſure, with the Offers of Salvation 
and Mercy, at the earneſt Entreaties, 
and paſlionate Courtings of the Eternal 
and Almighty God ! What Joall * we ſay 
then ? ſhall: we continue in" Sit; becauſe 
Grace.doth aboimd ? God forbid. {Rom.s6. 
1,2-) * How ſhall we, who are thus ſoli- 
cited from Heaven, thus importuned by 
the Blelled Jeſus, live any longer in a 
contradliction unto him ? IR 7 
_ The, Love and Condeſcehtio# , 
'Chrift 'is ſuch, and doth ſp emiggntly 
appear in many Inſtances, eſpecially 1n 
theſe mentioned in the. Text, our Blel- 
fed Saviour. himſelf ſeems to be almoſt] c. 
tranſported at the cogtideratiqn' of, Bip = 
Tame. That the Sop' of God, who thoughth 2. 
"#t no robbery. to be eqaal' with G #4, tho Fl mi 
take ſuch notice of Enemies, forl Wl hy 
defficable Wretches, milcrabls Fm thy 


FP ky & Ss Rs .  esa -- ea... .- . 
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( who at beft, whilſt in their natural 
Eſtate, , can lay claim to nothing but 
ry Wrath and Damnation) as to ſtand 
before them, come unto. them, and uſe 
vn” all manner of earneſtneſs with them, to 
TY prevail with them to yield him admit- 
N-F trance into their. Hearts ; that by this 
means they may be advanced, and have 
Communion and Fellowſhip with him, 
| is ſo ſtrange, ſo unheard of a piece of 
2} Condeſcention, ſo- wonderful, ſo ſur- 
prizing, ſo-amazing an Inſtance of Love, 
our S2yiour himſelf, at the mentioning 
ſc} of it, -feems to be in a kind of rapture. 
*6.] He doth: Preface it with a Note of. Ad- 
U-J miration. Behold ! 

If 'we, ſhould look upon it as a-migh- 
ty. Condeſcention in & great Prince-or' 
Emperor, to deſcend from his Throne; 
and come perſonally to viſit ſome poor 
ly} Subject, who-has no habitation or/place 
C of Aboad;but ſome ſmall weather-beaten 

"4 crazy, Cottage ; nay; t0' viſit fone in- 
oh famous Rebel, juſtly confined tro a:Dur- 
-IFL g00p-"coverett with naſtineſs-and 4ilth ; 

{31 289. there ,inportunt//and cacreat [this 
*7'71 miſerable: Wretch-to be-reconciled-unto- 


Ghb1 tum, :that--they may: both: dwelt: toge-" 


ve 


-]ther, and mutually rejoice in each others: 
B 2 ſociety ; 


| Y 
ſcciety z What ought we then to think 
of our Bleſſed Saviour's ſoliciting and 
entreating, with the greateſt earneltneſs, 
for admittance into our Hearts ? 


We may take notice of two general 
Parts in the words. 


I. . The-main ſubſtance of: the Verſe, 
which. conſiſts of two parts. 1. Our 
Sayiour's carneſtnes to be admitted in- 
to Sinner's Hearts z 1. ftand at the Door 
and knock.,, &c- 2. The. Priviledges 
and Satisfattion conſequent upon. our 
receiving: of him; 7 will. comein to 
him, &c. . 

- H. The way. and manner how all this 
15:commended to. our conſideration, 
Bebald! | 60 41 bn | 


- Lintend to ſay but little of this latter ;- 
and therefore as it. ſtands firſt 'in - the 
Text, ſoiit ſhall immediately ce:ne un- 
der our- conſideration. :  ------- 

T this word; Bebald, noteth, that ſome-" 
thing follows which: is :of weight, and 
deſerves | tobe: obſerved. | Tndeed--it' 
would greatly become. and profit'us,; 'to | 
take a. particulariahd TRI * = 

ET IOLNT. > CnOIC | 
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thoſe places of the Holy Scripture, 
which are thus ſolemnly recommended 
to our conſideration. For God certain- 
ly beſt knows what is of greateſt uſe 
for us: And to ſuffer ſuch Paſſages to 
ſlip our obſervation, without a diligent 
heedful attendance to them, which he 
hath ſet ſuch a Mark upon, and points 
out ſo carcfully to our ſtudy, argaes 
much diſregard to this Wiſdom - and 
Goodneſs, andthat our Religion is very 
weak and unoperative. {384 
You may -more particularly take no» 
tice, that this word, Behold, hath three 
ſpecial ſignifications in the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; or there are three ſeveral ends 
and purpoſes why it is -uſed in the 
Scriptures. | C3 
' 1, There is a Beholdof Caution : 'To 
warn us to take heed of what will be. 
extreamly hurtful and injurious to our 
Souls. John 5. 14. Behold, thou art mad: 
whole : ſin no more, leſk a'worſe thing come 
anta thee, God has done very much for 
thee, and ſignally holpen thee and de- 
livered- thee; take care thou do not 
wilfully provoke him again, leſt he: af- 
flit thee worſe, leſt thon be hardened 
ia thy Sins, and: Divine Wrath come 
B 3 upon 


2. 
upon thee to the uttermoſt, 

2. A Behold of Admiration ! Which 
calls us to wonder and admire, with all 
the Powers of our Soul, at the exceed- 
ing Riches of Divine Goodneſs and 
Grace. 1 John 3. 1. Behold, what man- 
ner of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon 


*, that we ſhould be called the Sons of 


God - 

3. A Behold, deſigned to excite and 
ſtir us up to take notice of ſome inpor- 
tant Matter ſpeedily, - and to improve It 
without delay. 2 Cor. 6. 2. Behold, now 
is the accepted time, behold, now u the day 
of Salvation. 

This word, here in the Text, may 
have all theſe Significations attributed 
£0 It. 

1. As deſigned to admoniſh us a- 
gainſt reſiſting Chriſt any longer, ſee- 
ing he hath ſtood ſo long, and urged vs 
to give him admittance, leſt if we con- 
tinue to keep our Hearts lock*'d and 
barr'd againſt him, he ſhould depart 
from us in diſpleaſure, and never make 
us another offer of his Love and Grace. 
O.how fearful a thing 1s it to ſend 
Chriſt away grieyed and enraged, be- 
cauſe of our final perverſneſs and fivb- 
borneſs, 


» 
's 


þ 


——w | wo. IE wo 


\ 


7 
bornefs, after he hath been long woing 
and perſwading us to accept of him-and 


{ his Benefits | 


' 2. As repreſenting to. ns! how -great; 
how wonderful, how unexpected an In- 
ftance of Love. Chriſt 1s pleaſed to 
vouchſafe us. What greater Love can 
Chrift expreſs and ſhew to: you than 
this ? He experienced and met: with' ve! 
ry hard and injurious ufage” here on 
Earth ; He underwent many. afflicting 
grievous pains ; He ſuffered a very infa- 
mous tormenting kind of Death. He 
endured for Sinners infinitely more than 
weican conceive, yet did not all thus at-. 
lay-and cool his Afﬀecion, . be Joves us 
ftill; with: a Love as ſtrong a$-ever. 
What Love is this ! Love ſtronger than 
Death, Love that the Floods cannot 
drown ; Love, which neither Suffter- 
ings,: nor Death, nor Life, nor Glory, 


- Can overcome. Here is room indeed- 


for our admiration and wonder ; ceaſct 
then your ' wondering at other things, 
which ſeem ſtrange and unuſual, they 
are all nothing, it compared with this 


. Love of Chriſt. Let all your admira- 


tign center here, on this fathomleſs, this 
infinite ; - incomprehenſible, and un- 
| B 4 ſearch- 


| (8) 
ſearchable Object of it. What can we 
juſtly wonder at, beſides the infinite 
Riches of our Saviour's Love and Con- 
deſcention,' unleſs at:ithat horrible and 
aſtoniſhing Prodigy, that People ſhould 
be ſo inſentible, ſottiſh, and ſturdy, as 
to ſlight, negleft, and deſpiſe all the 
exceeding abundance of the Riches of 
Divine -Grace and Kindneſs ? C 
3. As exciting and ſtirring us up to 
take notice of .our dear Saviour ; and 
with. what tenderneſs and condeſcen- 
tion he carries himſelf towards us. Be» 
hold, thy Saviour doth ſtand without, 
and has been tong waiting on thee, and 
doth ſtill entreat thee earneſtly to give 
him admittance. O take notice how 
the King of Glory is come to viſit thee ! 
and is defirous to have communion with 
thee! Behold, Salvation is now come to 
thy Houſe ; and what ! wilt thou deny 
reception to, and ſhut thy Doors againſt 
ſuch a Gueſt ? | | 
We may fairly enough furniſh our 
ſelves with this Inſtruftion from this 
word, Behold, as uſed in this place, 


VIZ, = n 
- - Thatthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath'won- 


derfutLove to poor Sinners, is a _ 
| 0 
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9 
of extraordinary importance,and ſhculd 
be carefully-abſerved and attended to 

But I. deſign-not to infifſt upon this 
any further, than by acquainting you 
briefly with two things, which clear and 
confirm the Propoſition, 

1. The extraordinary uſefnlnefs of 
this Truth to us, 

2. The extraordinary ſtrangeneſs of 
the Thing it felf. | 

1, The extraordinaty ufefuinefs of 
this Truth to us. What 1s neither ex- 
cellent in it ſelf, nor uſeful to us, we 
may overlook, and take: no notice of ; 
or if we-do, we therein betray our weak- 
neſs and imprudence. 

Now we have ordinartly many Inte- 
reſts and Deſigns on foot, but we readi- 
ly acknowledg,. that we are bound on 
all accounts to purſue with moſt care, 
earneſtnels and diligence, thoſe things: 
we are aſſured: will moſt of all farther 
our higheſt Intereſts, thoſe Concern» 
ments we are moſt affeqted with, and 
prefer'and value above all the reſt: If 
a Man have a' Trial depending for his 
whole Eftate,. or' for his Life, and'can 
hear of a certain Courſe he may take, 


which will infallibly ſecure his Cauſe, 
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he will attend unto this Buſineſs, before 
all his other Afﬀairs ; and though there 
be other Matters he would be diligent | 
and induſtrious about, : were this his 
principal. Buſineſs well ſetled, yet he } 
omits and negleCtts them ; he lays them ? 
aſide at prefent, that he may follow his # 
greater and more important Aﬀair, with | 
greater freedom and leſs diſturbance. # 
Now there is nothing ſo much concerns | 
us, as to be truly and favingly acquain- | 
ted with the Riches of Divine Grace; to 
be ſenſible of the gracicus Viſits Chriſt 
doth make, and to embrac: anu cloſe 
with his blefled Motions. ou may loſe 
your Lands, be rob'd of your Mony, | 
have your Houſes and Goods all burnt 
about your Ears, and yet nct be undone, 
nor irreparably miſerable. But if you 
ace ignorant of Chriſt, and regardleſs # 
of his Viſits, and deſtitute of aft Inte- | 
-Teſt in his Love, you are poor, deluded, } 
miſerable, unhappy Wretches, whatever | 
Portion you have of the Wealth, and 
Honour, and Applauſe of this World. 
Indeed, too many flight Chriſt, and | 
make no account of his Love. People ; 
who are ſunk in their Luſts, whoſe Un- | 
derſtandings Satan hath blinded , in | 
| whom 
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whonSatan'rules, .and by whom they. 
are'hurried away headlong towards Hell, 
as: the.:Gadarens, Swine were; into the 
Deep. But, Q! let us take heed wedo 
not tread in their Steps, leſt we drink 
of their Cup, and partake of their Por- 
tion. , 

The Apoſtle tells you, It is a faith- 


| ful Saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 


that Feſus Chriſt came into the World to 


ſave Sinners, 1 Tim. 1.15. What is it 


then, that after all hi; Sufferings, and 
being aſcended into Glory, he doth (till 
continue to expreſs and teſtify as great 
Love as ever to us ? Shall we deſpiſe the 
Choiceſt offers of his Love ? Shall we de- 
ſpife, or take no notice of ſuch a Truth 
as this, that Chriſt doth ſtoop to vilit 
us, and importunes. our acceptance of 
him ? O, what vik, what unworthy, ' 
what / ungrateful Perſons ſhall we. then 
approve our ſelves ! In how forlorn and 
deplorable a State-are all the ſtubborn 
and obſtinate deſpiſers and contemners 
of Chriſt ! Heb. 2: 3. Sirs ! did 
you underſtand the worth of thoſe pre- 
cious Souls you are intruſted with ; 
were you truly ſenſible of -the ſad and 
miſezable Eſtate you are in by Noows 

Ww 


(12) 
how would your 'Hearts leap within 
you; what extaſies-of Joy wouldyou, 
be in, to hear ſuch 'news'as' this, that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſuch wonder- 
ful Love for fuck Sinners as you are |! 

. To affect you a little with the extra- 
ordinary uſefulneſs of this Truth, I.will 
only lay three Conſiderations before 
you. 

1. This adds weight and worth, beau- 
ty and lovelineſs to all the other Truths 
of the Goſpel. It is not only the weigh- 
tieſt Truth of all the reſt,. but it is that 
which adds very much worth to them 
all. Alas, what would all the other have 
avatled us without this ? It was indeed 
a great and a marvelous thing, that the 
Lord Fefus. would deſcend, would come 
down from his glorious Throne, and 
fabmit himſelf to all the hard nſage un- 
godly Sinners would treat him with ; 

what would the Death and Suffer- 
mmps of Chriſt have profited: us, if theſe 
had quenched his Love ? if his AﬀeCti- 
on to, and Favour for us, had:died when 
he gave up the Ghoſt ? What the bet- 
ter ſhould we be, if we could climb up 
to Heayen, and God and Chriſt would 
not love us when there ? This is that 
__ which 
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which adds weight and lovelineſs to all 
other Truths, that. Chriſt having over-, 
come-Deatb, and conquered all Difcul.- 
ties and, Difcouragements, doth . ſtill 
love ys, and his Love is . heightned by 
the. ſharpoeſs- of his .Conflift. Thus 
ſweetens the Thoughts of his Paſſion, 
this-indeats bin exceedingly tothe be- 
lieving, to the ingenuous Soul. - .Q.what 
luſter is there on every Trath, when this 
of his perpetuated Love ſhines upon it ? 
Had Chrilt ceaſed to loye poor Sinners, 
when he was aſcended. into Heaven,alas, 
what comfort would itafford us,that ſuch 
things. were done, that ſuch things were. 
faftered, that ſuch things were promiſed 
as the Scriptures Record, but albby:one. 
who- hath no loye for us ? Its this that 
enlivens| all the reſt, that Chriſt. {till 
continues to. love Klaners. 

'2., This is of extraordinary uſe for 
our incoutagement in' a courſe of: Holi- 
neſs. . Should not the Leve of Chriſt con- 
firain us ? Shall we not love him again ? 
What will ye return him for all his un- 
fpeakable Kindnefs and; Grace ? Will 
you not teſtify your Love to him. in ſack 
on as he likes 2 - What; doth, he call 


for; buy Loye ? and how will be hens 
$ 


I 4 
this Love expreſs'd, but by Piety and 
Obedience?” if ye love- me, keep my Com- 
#andments, John i 4:- 15." Te ave: 'my 
Friends, if ye do whatſoever 1- command 
Jon, John 15. 144 Whatan incourage- 
ment is it to a Holy Life,, when we can 
truly ſay, we are' hereby teſtifying our 
Love to our dear Saviour, in fiich-a way 


as he doth moſt approve? Whom ſhould. 


we ſerve, whom ſhould we obey, if not 
him who hath, and doth love us ſtill in 
fo extmzordinary a manner ? 

We are ('tis true) too prone to 
ferve ' Satan and our Luſts ; bot what 
reaſon have -weto do ſo ? Is Damna« 
tion and Hell ſo ſweet and fo obliging, 
we ſhould drudg and toll all our time for 
fuch a Purchaſe ? -Can you ſeriouſly 
think Satan who tempts and ſollicites 
you to Sin, hath- any love for you ? 
And will you ferve him who ſeeks your 
Eternal ruin ſo induſtriouſly, before the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath given you 


ſo many convincing Teſtimonies-of his 


Love ? | 
- *It is an amazing, and very fad. thing 


to obſerve, how People: do prefer the 


drudgery and vaſllalage of Satan, before 
the liberey—and freedom their _—_ 
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hath purchaſed for them. That not- 
withſtanding Chriſt doth love them fo 
affectionately, yet Satan ſhould have ſo 
many to run violently after him to Hell ; 
and Chriſt ſhould have ſo few to fol- 
low him'to the Manſions of Bliſs and 
Glory. Son 

It is a ſad, but yet too; juſt a repre- 
ſentation of Man's Folly, Ingratitude, 


and Wickedneſs, which Ss. Cyprian 


makes, when he brings in the Devil 


. boaſting againſt Chriſt, and inſulting 


over People inthis manner ; Ego pro \ſt:s 


nec ſanguinem fuds, &c. (Serm. de Ely- 


»105) 1 have not ſhed one drop of Blood 
for any of all theſe my Followers; I 
never took any pains to do them an 

good ; my ſtudy, and care, and dilt- 
gence hath ever been, and ever ſhall be, 
to bring them to 'Death and -Damnari- 
on ; and yet notwithſtanding all this, 
T uos tales, demonſtra mihsi, Chrifte, Shew 
me, O Chriſt, ſo many, ſuch buſy, ſuch 
painful, and ſuch dutiful Servants of 
thine any where, as I can ſhew thee eve- 
ry where of mine. Shall the Envy and 
Malice of Satan be more powerful 
with you, to draw you -into Damna- 
tion, than the prodigious Loye of 
the 


(16) 
the Son of God, to win you unto Ho- 
lineſs and Glory ? 

O ! were we but duly affected with 
the Love Chriſt bears to-us,. we ſhould 
not be able to reſiſt its Charms !: ©, 
what pious exemplary, praiſing Chriſti- 
ans would this make us ? Who eyer hath 


a true and real ſenſe of this: Love in his 


Heart, will be.;transformed. by it into 
the likeneſs of him, who doth thys love 
him. The reaſon why we are no better, 
that we reſemble Chriſt {o little, is, be- 
cauſe we are ignorant of his Love ; tho 
we may know ſomewhat of it notional- 
ly, ſo as to tin{ture and adorn our Dif- 
£ourſc, yet our Hearts are not touched 
with it, and brought under its Efficacy 
and Power. Were our Hearts but mel- 
ted with. the conſideration and ſenſe of 
this Love, /O how powerfully would it 
engage us in the Ways and Work of our 
Saviour !'With what vigour and delight 
ſhould\we be carried through the whole 
courſe of Chriſtian Duty, and new Obe- 
dience ? 

- 3+. It s of exceding great uſe, for our 
ſupport. and* comfort under Trials, 


Temptations, Sufferings and. Troubles - 


in the. World:z, and: when we: are exer- 
ciſed 
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ciſed wih deep* 'apprehenſions -of our 
own ſinfulnefs'and- vileneſs. AfiAtion 
doth try! Friends: :A Man whilſt he doth 
proſper and flouriſh in the World, halt 
have many pretended Friends, who will 
falt from and 'difown' him-in Adverſity. 
We are ſubjet to' Trials and Tempta- 
tions, under which all thoſe things that 
* fatter .our Senſes, and'* which People 
” court and labour -for- with all their 
5 might, will either take their flight from 
us; 'or at beſt, Jie by us, as tnfiptd_uſe- 
le6 things: Nothing but a ſenſe of 
Chriſt's Love will then befriend us. _ 
« And 1 know-not any' fort of People, 
more expoſed to Trials 'and-Aﬀaults'in 
the World, than the Peopte of God ; 
nor are there any whom Satan doth” or-' 
dinarily ſet upon with fiercer violence, 
than poor Sinners, when.firſt begmning 
to look out after, and liſten-unto Chrilt. 
And-as theſe are liable to fuch Calami- 
ties, ſo God provides for their ſupport 
and comfort nnder them. .If it be a 
great relief to a Perſon under oatward 
trouble, that he hath a Friend to ſtand 
by him, and counſel him, and appear for 
him, what 1s it.to a true Believer. to-be 
affured of the Loye of Chriſt ? T =- - 
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hathone on his ſide,- whois alſuſficient 
for him, be his Circumſtances what they. 


will,, and wha will _ {aa him nor 


forfak ke hig??< 11 51 rig 

"What tho 1, be DOGS and miſerable, 
and deſtitute and afflicted inthe World ? 
What tho 1 be made as the h6lth and the 
off-ſcouring of all things ? Chriſt loves 
me never-the leſs for that. - Nay, ſup- 


poſe. I; haye: great Doubts in my Mind, *® 
and my Soul -is/ full of. heavineſs for'my; | 


Sins, and .1 am ready to cry 'out, .O ! 
my Sins are not ordinary and uſual: Sins, 
they haye been aggravated aboye mea- 
{ure.! I cannot ſee any thing in my ſelf, 


but impurity, filth, and guilt, I do not. 
perceive how. any thing but Damnation. 


can belong to me ! O-my Miſery.) O my 
Unhappineſs ! .O my Guilt ! 1 am ſa la- 
den. with Sin, my Guilt les ſo heavy 
upon my. Spirit ;, Terror and ama7ze- 
ment, fear and horror, do. ſo prevail 
in my Soul, I am not able-to bear up- 
under the ſame, my Heart fails me, aud 
my Spirit is gone ! Why now, one 
glimps of Chriſt, one taſte of his Good- 
neſs, a ſenſe of his Love, willrevive and: 
exhilerate the Soul, and. diſperſe all 
theſe Clouds ,, theſe. DNarkneſſes and 
Storms. . 
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Storms. There is no condition a Per- 
ſon can be in, but if Chrilt will dart in- 
to him: a Ray of his ſpecial Love, he 
will thence receive mighty, even inex- 
preſſible ſupport -and comfort. - The 
continued Love of Chrift, is the molt 
ſovereign Cordial in every Eſtate” and 
Condition. We may go through Fire” 
and Water, we may adventure upon any 
ſuffering for the Name of Chriſt, being 


E aſlured of his Love. O!! what: 21 CX- 


cellent chearing Scripture 15 that of the 
Epiſtle to the Rowans, Chap. 8. V. 35; 
to the end ? 

What would the Scripture be-to us ; 
how ſhould we be effetually excited and 
encouraged to a courſe of Piety ? Or, 
what could ſupport us under Burthens 
and Troubles, if Chrift did not conti- 
nue his Love to Sinners ? 

2ly, In the ſecond place we are to con- 
ſider the extraordinary ſtrangeneſs. of 
the thing it ſelf, We commonly- take 
as particular notice as we can, of ſtrange 
and unwonted Occurrences. How. do 
People view and obſerve Comets and 
Blazing Stars ? How do they flock to 
ſee any ſtrange ſort of Beaſt, when ex- 
hibited to be ſeen? -We admire and 

wonde 
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wonder at things, which are conſidera- 
ble only by reaſon of their ſtrangeneſs 
and rarity., Things whict are not of 
any great worth, nor cannot produce 
us any profit and real advantage. O ! 
therefore, let ns be ſo wiſe as to turn all 
our admiration unto that which is truly 
{trange, and equally advantagious and 
comfortable ? 


+ The, Love of Chriſt to Sinners, ts the | 
ſtrangeſt thing that ever was : Withoue | 


eomroverſy great is the Myſtery of Godlie 
neſs : God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, ju- 
fiified in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached 
anto the Gentiles, believed on in the World) 
" and rrevived up into Glory, 1 Tim. 3. 16, 
Thk is'a thing fo ſtrange, even in the 
firſt Inſtances of it, the bleſſed Angels 
ſtand amazed at it,.and defire to look 
into it, 1 Pet. 1. 12. 

If a Prince, the only Son of a King 
or Emperor, ſhould condeſcend to take 
notice' of a mean traiterons Wretch, 
ready'to have all the Torments and Pu- 
niſhments his Treaſon deſerved, inflicted 
on him; and plead for this Perſon ; yea, 
deny himſelf all the Pleaſures, Honours, 
and Satisfactions in his Father's Court 
yea, ſubmit himſelf to all manner--of 
| Indig- 
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Indignities for many Years together, to 
procure the other's Pardon. And being 
at laſt received to Court again,and living 
in the greateſt pomp and ſplendour, 
ſhould come to this Perſon whoſe Life 
he had ſaved at the forementioned rate, 
and entreat and beſeech, and court him 
to be reconciled to him ; and- that. ar 
intimate familiarity and-correſporidence 
may be ſetled- betwixt them, promiſmg 
him all -the Entertainments and Satisfa- 
&ions he doth participate of himſelf, 
Would-not this be'looked on by-all as'a 
moſt prodigious Inſtance of Aﬀe&tion 
and Love? of HA Ws B9VEL 
But alas ! what is this to that we are 
now diſcourſing of ? "Here is the Sori 6f 
God, ' who is. equal- with God, :-Go@ 
blefled for ever; 'who is the Brightacſs' 
of his Father's Glory, and the-expreſs 


| Image of his-'Perſon; whoſe” Nani iv 


Wonderful, Counſellor  The>imipghry 
God, The Everlaſting Father, The Priiice 
of Peace. This is the Perſon who/con- 
deſcended to take on hint 6ur Natures 
who liyed for many Years topether%a 
Life that was very mean, af touts 
ward appearance ' very © conteniptible.” 
What Indignities did he fuffer CO 

OW 
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how deep did he drink;of the Cup of 
God's ' Wrath !, when groaning, and | 
praying, and ſweating Blood in the Gar- | 
den! when expoſtulating ſo earneſtly 
with his Father on the Croſs ! He ſub- 
mitted to. Death, yea, he became obe- 
dient to. Neath, ;eyen. the Death of the 
Croſs.: The-moſt:painfnl, the moit lin- 


gering, the. moſt, ignominious and-cur- 


ed ſort of Death-'then' known in the 

World. , And. all this was to reconcile 
Sinners:and Enemies, unto God, 'and to 
ſays theyn from that-eternal -Miſery. and 
Damgation they.could po other way be 
ſaved from. And after all this, having; 
raiſed, himſelf to ; Life, 'and being, re- 
cived into Glpryghe continues his Love: 
to-theſe, Sinners, apd many Ways IMPOte 
tags a8 llicites then) to accept of the 
Mer6y: and jBleſings which, colt bum; fo 
drar's..and{9p1fld;themiclves up. int9 
the Bonds of Friendſhip, that arconſtant 
mutual -cprreſpondence: . may -/be: main- 
tained betwixt them, _ Is;not this an1n- 
compreben{ible aſtqpiſbing Prodigy of 
Love ?;wbat.can be compared junto it'd; 
Vihat fleart {@ hard, ſuch Condeſcen-! 
tion, ſach-Love, ſuch paſſionate.coprt-, 
ing will, got ſoften and overcome! What: 
f 0 
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ſo ſtrange, what ſoobliging.as this that 
the Son of, God -ſhoyld entreat and; be- 


enongh F9y to accept of Pardon ? 


ſhould court, and make {o;much ado, -be 
ſo. importunate;-: and keep | ſuch-a ſtir 
with us; who are only held by his Hand 
from falling 1 into Hell, to,accept of /Hea+ 
ven! There x nothing , fo.ſtravge: as 
this, . ugleſs be. that eurſed: Heart, 
which I5 Cod uTire any ſfubborn; r0 
be overcome and won, by ſo kind, ſo 


- winnings and ;{9. mighty A. Force as 
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_ lic. | What care now, 1nauld,: we 

take. to be hat cars 099, dons jand 
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and do not deſiſt Fir feave off, till it have 


its/ proper influefite'on 'thy Am 


Heart, and Life." 

Chriftconſtfdin thee. 
nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, - and him cruci- 
fied. Admire and adore the Love of 
Chriſt: -1mprove the -knowledg ' and 
conlideration of it, to fix ard 'promote 


Let the Eove -o 
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Patience, abd every other Grace. 
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Our Saviour's ſeeking and -endeavou- 
ring to get admittance with us, is here 
expreſt by three words. - 


1. Standing. 
2, Knocking. | 
3. The word Door. 


The Perſon, 'or rather the Heart of 
the Perſon, becauſe of its being the 
mrincipal Part of Man, and the Seat of 
the AtfeCtion, is often compared to, and 
called a Houſe, a Temple, a Habita- 
tion. God hath a ſecretand real con.- 
merce with the. Soul of every true Be- 
liever. He communicates much of him- 
ſeit, and imparts his Heavenly Graces 
unto every ſuch Perſon ; He ſets up his 
Government in that Soul, and he ex- 
prelleth his gracious Concernment with 
that-Soul, by dwelling/in it, by making 
that Perſon his Houſe and Habitatior. 
Feſus anſwered and ſaid, If a Man love 
me, he will keep my Words, and my Father 


 _ will love him; and we will come unto him, 


and make our abade with him, Toh. 14.23. 

ſee Iſa. 57-15. 
The Lord Jeſus makes very gracious 
Propoſals to ys ; He offers ys his Bleſ- 
"Wi ſings, 
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i{imgs, his Graces, 'his. Spirit, the Bene- 
:fits of his. Death and Paſſion, Himſelf, 
And entreats and. beſceches vs to accept 
-of theſe, and give them room in our 
Hearts. His addreſſing of himſelf to 
us by way of inſtruttion, perſwaſion, 
and tendering of theſe to us, is called 
his knocking at the Door. Our learn- 
ing of him, accepting of, and cloſing 
with his Tenders, is called, our hear- 
ing his Voice, and opening to him. 

It may be proper here to take notice ; 


1. Of our Saviour's Poſture. 
2. Of his Geſture. 


1. His Poſture. Behold, 1 ſtand. 
Which notes both .his Patience 5 how 
long-he doth wait to be gracious, and 
what danger we. are in, if we do not 
make a good uſeand improvement of 
his Patience and long-ſuffering, for he 

-4s.in ſuch a Poſture, as notes a readineſs 
of departure if, he be not admitted. 


2. His Geſture. Andkrock, Which 
- Notes his earneſtneſs and importunity. 
The Lord:Jeſus, when he makes his vi- 
fits untothe Soul, is-not willing to de- 

| part 
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part, without beſtowing ſome —_— 
He ſeems reſolved not to take a dental. 
He will faſten ſome Good, ſome Bleſſing 
on thee, if there be any thing, either of 
ingenuity or of modeſty in thee. 

The Phraſe is taken, from what is 
ordinarily obſerved in the Viſits which 
People make to one another. As the 
Perſon which goeth to ſee another, doth 
commonly ſtand before the Door of that 
Houſe where the other*s Abode is ; and 
deſiring to have entrance, knocks, and 
makes a noiſe at the Door, till, if any 
one be 1n the Houſe, he be taken notice 
of; which argues, he hath a deſire to 
have ſome diſcourſe and converſe with 
the Perfon he comes to viſit. Thus 
Chriſt ſets forth his deſire, and his ear- 
neſtneſs, to have ſome commerce and 
familiarity with poor Sinners. He waits, 
he knocks, he uſeth all kind of impor- 
tunity with them. 


The Doctrinel deſign to inſiſt on a lit- 
tle from theſe words, is this : 


DoF, 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth wait 


long, and ufeth much importunity with 
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Sinners, to prevail with them to accept 
of .hint and his Benefits. - He ſtands at 
the door long, and knocks often, be- 
fore we will take notice of him, and 
open unto him. Indeed, his own Peo- 
ple, and Servants, are too apt to forget 
him, and to ſuifer him to wait and ſtay 
long, when he makes his after Addrelles 
to them, before they riſe and let him 
in. We are too prone to turn a deaf | 
Ear to him, and admit any thing as an 
excule for our not giving him ſo ſpeedy 
and gratefyl a reception as we owe him. 
How often do even Believers forget 
themſelves, and grow ſo remiſs and 
drowſy, as to provoke him to withdraw 
himſelf, and deny them the ſence of his 
gracious Preſence and Love ! So that 
they mult ſeek long, and undergo much 
trouble.before he will be found of them 
azain- This you may ſee fully proved, 
it you ſerioully rcad and welgh the fifth 
Chapter of the Song of Solomon, from 
Y.1/t, to the gth. 

© Andif thoſe who have in ſome mea- 
{ure underſtood their need of Chriſt, 
and been affected, with his: Excecllencies, 
and taſted how;good the Lord is, may 
grow 10 negligent and careleſs, it can- 
not 
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not be very mnch wondered at,if Chriſt, 
when he makes his Addreſſes to others, 
who are ſtill in their natural Eſtate, be 
not preſently hearkened unto, but muſt 
uſe importunity before hz find admit- 
tance. But yet the Sinner's either refu- 
ſing or neglecting to hear him, and com- 
ply with him, is a thing ſo ull, nothing 
can excuſe it.' 

Now this ſhews the weakneſsof Grace 
1 many who are already regenerated. 
And what need the Beſt have'to be al- 
ways on their watch. And likewiſe, 
how ſtrangely ſtupid and ſtubborn Peo- 
ple are, till by the operation of .the Ho- 
Iy Ghoſt, their Hearts are effeQtually 
wrought on and awakened. And, O 
how wonderful is the Condeſcention of 
the Bleſſed Jeſus,. in that he takes fo 
much notice of, and doth with ſuch pa- 
tience and earneſtnefs court, and ſtrive 
to overcome ſuch vile, ſuch-ſenſleſs, and 
{uch unworthy Creatures | 

It is Chriſt that firſt takes notice of 
ns, not weof him. We love him, becauſe 
he loved ws firft, 1 John 4. 19. If Chriſt 
did never love and importune us, we 
ſhould never love him. Should not 
Chriſt come. and knock at our Doors, 
C 3 we 
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we ſhould never think of, nor look after 
- himin good earneſt. 

How ſhould we ſtand amazed at this ! 
It was when we were Enemies that 
Chriſt dicd for us'; and it is whilſt we 
are in a ſtate of Enmity, that he comes ' 
and entreats vs to be reconciled to him. 
God might eaſily and fully have glori- 
fied his Taſtice in our eternal Damna- 
tion; and yet how earneſt is he with us, 
ro accept af the happy Fruits of his 
Kindneſs ? It is, whilft we lie wallow- 
10g in our Blood, without pitty, that he 
ſers his Love upon us, and faith unto 
us, Live. It is Chriſt's Work to bring 
us to a compliance with himſclif. He 
Joves us firſt, he manifeſts his Love firſt, 
and he makes thoſe diſcoveries of his 
Love powerful, & of force to work upon 
our ſtubborn Natures, and hard Hearts, 
before we will yield and acknowlede, 
either our own emptineſs and necd of 
him, or his wonderful Love and Con- 
deſcention towards us. It is Chriſt that 
ſaith, 1 will have Mercy upon her that had 
not obt ained Mercy, and I will ſay to them 
which were not my People, Thou art my 
People ;, and then they ſhall ſay, Thou art 
' my God, Hoſe. 2, 23. You fee Chriſt 
ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks firſt, before we acknowledg hin: 
Lord, what. is Man that thou arv 
mindfal of him ! or the Son of Man, 
that thou haſt ſuch regard unto him ! 
What a Miracle'of Condeſcention and 
Love is this, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that the Great and Eternal God ſhonld: 
thus court and ſollicit Daſt and Aſhes ! 
ſhould repreſent himſelt fo tn love with 
ſinfol Worms ! 


In diſcourſing of this Truth, I ſhall 
endeavour, 


1. To explain and illuſtrate this, of 
ChrilPs waiting to be gracious to 
Sinners, and importuning thera to 
accept of him. 


I. To ſhew yon what our receiving 
of Chriſt doth imporr; 


IT. To enquire what” are the main- 
Inſtances which-hinder ns from te- 
ceiving of Chriſt tnto our Hearts. 


IV. To offer a- Reaſon or two, why 
Chriſt is thus importunate wi 
SINNErs. 
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V. To make ſome Application of 
the whole, - | 


 ,1 fall ſay ſomething concerning 
Chriſt's waiting to; be gracious to Sin- 
ners, and importuning them for ad- 
mittance into their Hearts. Theſe two 
things. are both implied- in,, and ftgni- 
fied by theſe words, 1 ſtand at the Door, 
and knock. 
The one argues his Patience, and the 
ſtay he' makes to be gracious unto us. 
This is the word, Stand, 1 ſtand at the 
Door. . Now, how long hath Chriſt 
ſtood at your Doors ? how long and 
often hath he been calling, unto you 
tor admittance, and as yet to- no. Pur- 
poſe ? Indeed, ſome receive him very 
early-: Happy they who bid ſo worthy, 
fo delirable, ſo good a, Gueſt, welcome 
betimes! They who are from their ear- 
ly Years acquainted with. Chrift, with 
whom they . conſtantly: keep a corre- 
ſpondence, and who hath long reigned 
in their Hearts, are happy People in- 
decd. , Theſe are truly Heaven's Fa- 
YOurites. 


But 
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But I am afraid the number of ſuch is 


. not very great, Alas! Chriſt is agreat 


while ſlighted and- contemned, before 
he is in any tolerable meaſures taken 
tice of, and hearkned unto in the 
World. O the Patience that Jeſus Chriſt 
doth exerciſe towards Sinners ! How 
many Days, and Weeks, yea Months, 
and Years, doth he ſtand waiting, be- 
fore we will hear his Voice, and open 
unto him ? 

It is our great fault, and unhappineſs. 
too, that after we are in ſome meaſure 
acquainted with Chriſt, we are prone 
to neglect our Watch, and ſuffer our 
love to him to abate, and almoſt 'die :- 
So that when he makes his freſh Ap- 
proaches to us, and calls for admittance 
into our Hearts, we are ready to make: 
excuſes, till we - force him to with- 
draw'and-hide himſelf from us, Cart. 5, 

25 3» 

Butalas ! how! many Years together 
do many ſtand ont and reſift him, tho 
he uſe never ſo many methods to win: 
and bring them to a-compliance. 

' Nay, Chriſt doth not .onhy: wait all* 
this time, but he manifeſts 'extraording-- 
ry Jme on. the account. of. their: 

C% de- 
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demeanour towards him. Were there 
any one who had done us an injury, and 
we ſhould ge to, and promiſe him we 
will paſs by the wrong, and entreat him 


that we may be Friends; and that Par- 
ty ſhould refaſe to let, us into his Houſe, 


fhould ſet us at defiance, and reyile and 
reproach us, and do us greater Injuries 
than before, how would our Blood boil ? 
how would our Paſſions flame ? how un- 
reconcileable ſhould we be to him for 
the future ? But Feſus Chriſt doth other- 
Wiſe tous ;, He comes to us when in a 
Rate of Rebellion againſt him. He is 
ready to. pardon us, pleads with us to. 
accept. his Fayours, and demonſtrates 
bow reat and hearty he is. He does, 
35 it were, lay before us his Sufferings,. 
and tell us, that all theſe Calamities, 


Preſſures, and Sorrows were undergone ' 


for our ſakes: And tho all this prove 
unſuccesful, we ſtill refuſe to hearken to- 
him, and do proudly and contemp- 
tuouſly turn away from him, he doth 
not defift, but fill ſtands and waits te. 
ſee whethev we will come to our ſelves, 
whether we wilt. become more calm, and 
wile, and at laſt accept. of the gradious 


O! 


Qikzss he doth make:us. 
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O! what a number of Aﬀronts' 
and Provocations doth the Lotd F —— 
Chriſt patiently bear and paſs by, whtHt 
waiting to be gracious to his Enemies ! 
How do Sinners fet him #t nought; and 
offer him- the greateſt — they 
can ! and ſt} he bears all; and ſtands 
waiting at their Doors: 

Sinner + Thou that Iiveſt in known 
Sins, under the Miniſtty of the Gofpel, 
and a profeſſion of the Faith of Chriſt ;;. 
thou haſt had Chriſt waiting on thee @- 
long whik. Thou haſt, as" it were, 
heard him- tell thee, It was Stn, ever 
thy Sins, that made him a Man of Sor-- 
rows, and occafioned his being reckoned ' 
amongit Tranſgreflors ; that _ Sins - 
contraſted on him that load bor= - 
then, which made him fwear drops of: 
Blood under the weight of it : That- 
thy Sins nailed him mT _— oor | 
thy Drunkennefs, t 
thy Wantonnefs, thy Prop reheſs, <3 
Sawing, thy Workily ae - 
thy Sabbath-breakidg; 264 thy- other: 
Sins, made him#; when' on the _ : 
ery out, with fo mach- yphbeadas wu 
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all this wait on thee, and importune 
thee to receive him ; and wilt thou dare, 
after. all, to reject him 2 Thou canſt 
not (however) but. acknowledg, that 
if after all this he continues thee the 
tenders. of his Love, that his Patience 
&s wonderful, thou muſt needs own, that 
to refuſe him admittance, and deſpiſe 
his Offers, is very difingenuous. 

; O ! what ſtubbornneſs do many teſti- 
fy towards Chriſt, after. he hath -been 
long treating with them in this man- 
ner ? Has not Chriſt told thee thefe 
things in his Word ? Has he not (as it 
were) come to thee,; and ſaid, Behold, 
Sinner, theſe Hands, and theſe Feet, 
which were nailed to the Croſs on thy 


account. to. teſtify my Love to thee 2 * 


See how I was forſaken by all ! what I 
fuffered for thy.Sins ! how 1 was trea- 
ted !- in what manner my extraordinary 
Grief did. vent it,; ſelf ! And now, be- 
hold, I come to thee,. deliring-to be re- 
ceived of thee, and entreating. thee ta 
accept the Benefits I have purchaſed by 
all my grievous, Sufterings ! And wilt 
thou {till rejeft.him 2. Wilt thou chide 
and rate 'thy Saviour away, after ;{o 
many teſtimonies of Icoproken le 
Lind- 
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Kindneſs, Patience, and Love 2 Wilt 
thou, by thy carriape towards him, na- 
nifeſt that thou approveſt what the Jews 
did unto him 2 Wilt thou, by a conti- 
nued repeating of thy -old Wickedneſs, 
diſcover how deſirous thou art to cru- 
cify him again, and what pleaſure thou 
takeſt in trampling his precious' Bleod 
under thy Feet ? O, how great then "is 
thy Guilt !. how is thy Wickedneſs#p- 
gravated ? What mayſt thou welt ex- 
pect will become of thee ? How dread- 
ful is thy State! how great is thy Dan- 
ger ! But now, if after all this, Chriſt 
doth ſtill wait, and makethee new'ten- 
ders of Mercy. ; how aſtoniſhing muſt 
thou needs acknowledg;his Loveiandthis 
Patience to be ? : 

The Patience of Chriſt doth moſt ſig- 
nally appear, in.bringing home 'at'ilaſt 
thoſe Sinners who'haye been very noto- 
rious,) and who. have laboured againſt 
him, and ſtood out againſt, andTeliſted 
hima great while.. _ | The 
. © let this prevail with you all to 
yieldmp: your felves ſpeedily to Chriſt: 
Youthave: reſiſted. him too long already; 
take heed. 'af i;repeating your Afﬀronts 
againſt him, ſeeing he kath bor” with 
et you. 


23, 
you ſo patiently hitherto. Surely he 
ath waited-long enough, O, delay him 
no longer. The Fruit and Effeft may 
" be dreadful, if you reſift any farther ;' 
the Lord will not - always be trifled 
with. Though the Offers of Grace may. | 
be long continued, they will not laſt for | 
ever, if you goon ſtubbornly.to deſpiſe 
and reject them, Take heed of refu- | 
ſing, to receive and entertata Chrift, 
once more,. when he comes nnto” thee, 
leſt thou ſhouldſt provoke him to depart 
from thee, with reſolution never to 
make. thee 2+ gracious viſit, - or ſee thee 
with fayour any: more. Do not: thou 
provoke: him to ſwear in his Wrath; 
thou ſhalt- never enter into his Reſt: 
Canit: thou: endure the eternal Diſplea- 
ſure of Almighity God ?. Canſt thou 
bear vp under the direful and aſtoniſh- 
ing -Punifhments, which contemned 
Grace, and abufed Patience and Good- 
nefs expoſe to ?- Canſt thou dwell with - 
everlaſting Burnings ? O,, let the Long 
fiffering, the Patience, and the Good- 
meſs of: thy Saviour, lead thee. to Re- 
pentance, and prevail with thee to. ao-- 


ceps_of, and cloſs with him and his- 
gracious Qliers. : 
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This ſhall ſerve at this tume, concerg- 
ing Chriſt's waiting to be gracious. unto 
Sinners. b proceed to fay ſomethings. 


IT. In the ſecond place, of his impor- 
tuning Sinners for admittance. This is 
noted by the word knock, Jefus Chriſt 
doth not only wait long, but ufeth, much 
importunity, and 1s very earnelt to get, 
admKtance with Sinners. He knoc 
and knocks again ; he repeats his En-, 
treaties, and often renews his earneſt , 
Sollicitations, that we will not reject. 
and deſpiſe him, but admit him into our 
Hearts, and bid him welcome. Now, 
what Condefcention is this, that the Son 
of God ſhould court and perfwade us 
with fo much warmth and fervour * 
That he who cannot receive any advan- 
tage from us;, ſhould, thus importune us 


for our own advantage ! 


Indeed, this doth plainly manifeſt our 
baſeneſs. and ſtupidity, m that we: are 
fo hard to be wrought on, aud affected 
with our moſt important lmereſts. And 
it doth as certainly and fully by ny and 
upbenhl ove! wiltulneſs, and ine. 
when we $42 0s - 2nd: haally rehdl re 
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Chriſt, as it doth demonſtrate the un- 
paralle!'d condeſcention and kindneſs P 
of- our Saviour. V 
| ©! -what Demonſtrations hayve'we of | © 
the tenderneſs of Chriſt to Sinners ? t 
How do his Bowels yearn over us, when a. 
we are inconſiderately ruining + our g 
ſelves ? ' Bow often doth he knock and if 
entreatus to yield to him, and accept 
= im and his Benefits ?' O; | how hard a 
"ftybborn are our Hearts ! what, [ 
will not alt the. Divine Methods and Ar- r 
tifices win us, and bring us into a com- 1 
pltance with him,  that- loveth | us above f 
Life and-Death ? ft 


| ; Iv 
 T-necd mention but two Genierals'to 5 
evidence more diſtihftly'unto you, how? | 3 

- earneſt and importunate the Lord Jeſus £ 
Is tobe received by us. t 
L 

I 

| 

[ 

c 

[ 

\ 
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1. Fhe Arguments his doth vſe 46: 
perſwade us to accept of-hith; + * 

"5: 'The Inſtruments he doth imply” a=. 
bout this Work, viz. to” win us- 
to- comply with his gracious Mo=- J 
- t10n$ and nog " Þ 


*'r7, The Arguments he doth uſe to pres '- 
vail with'vs th: accept -of- Hin 
w—_— 
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urgeth the ſtrongeſt Arguments, and 
preiſeth on 'us thoſe Conſiderations; 
which carry along with them the great- 
eſt force and: weight imaginable. And 
theſe are managed with all the;heartineſs 
and affe&ionateneſs that 15 poſlible. Ar- 
guments'- many,, ſtrong, various, and 
ſuch as are moſt proper. to have an in» 
fluence, on. our Aﬀecttons, Judgments; 


| and Minds.  Wereany Motions urged; 
| that had but the thoufaridth part of the 


reaſon,the leaſt-of theſe hath, to engage 
vs to ſtrike in, and cloſe with any thing 
for our ſecular Advantage, how eifectual 
would they prove:! - Nb Difficulties;-no 
Straights, no' Diſcouragements woult 
affright or diſheartenius. ' But whenthe 
greateſt and moſt weighing Inſtances, as 
the Divine Wiſdom can pitch-upon, are 
urged by the Lord himſelf to engage us 
not to forſake our own Mercies; 't-at-) 
tend--to and cloſe with our only Happts 
neſs. Alas ! how unapprehenſtve, how yn- 
concerned are we ? We are thenas lit- 


' tle moved, as if the Arguments had [no 


welght in them, or we had no Souls to 
take care of, and be ſaved. | 
If Sitan hath a mind to draw ns unta 


any Sin, or engage us in ſome deſtru- 
ive 


Qtive and damning courſe, how eaſily 
doth he prevail ? how ſoon doth he 
gain our Ear, our Hand, our Heart? 
How ſuddenly doth he hurry us into 
what he pleafeth ? Yea, Men like our 


felves can eaſily work upon our Aﬀecti- | 


ons, and prevail with us to do thoſe 
. things which will haſten our Miſery, our 


Shame, our Deſtruftion. But, alas! | 


Chriſt may ſtand, and call, and warn, 
and entreat vs by ever ſo many Conli- 
derations, and yet have no admittance 
amongſt us. We deal with our Saviour, 
as the wanton and undutiful Child doth, 
when helets an Enemy into the Houſe 
at the firſt word. But when his Parent 
calls. and knocks, he fits unconcerned, 
turns a deaf Ear, and never takes any 
notice, though that Relation knock ne- 
ver fo loud, and be very importunate to 
be iet in. We are ready to follow Sa- 
tan, and do what he w:uld have us to 
do, if he do but promiſe us a littlePlea- 
ſure, or Wealth, &c. But Chriſt is 


ſhut out, and not hearkned unto, though ' 


he 1s moſt importunate, and doth urge 
the welghtielt Arguments to prevail 
with us to attend unto him. 


The 
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The Arguments he dotle urge are ve- 
ry many : It ſhall ſuffice at preſent to 
name a few of them, with a brief ' intt- 
mation of their worth and excellen- 


Cy. 
1, He lays before us his own trat- 


 ſrendent Excellencies and PexfeRions. 


The Dignity of his Perſon, and how 
wonderful hrs Condeſcention is, in that 
he is pleaſed to- make ſuch Vouchſafe- 
ments unto us. He # the Brightneſs uf 
the Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image 
of b4 Perſon :, and he upholdeth all thmps 
by the Word of bis Power, Heb. 1. 3. the 
is God over all, bleſſed for ever-more, 
Rem. 9. 5. And what? ſhall the Eter-». 
na! God be repulſed, - when he 'tnakes. 
ſuch importunate Addreffes to moſt mi- 
ſerable Worms ? Shall we deny admit- 
tance to the high and lofry One who in- 
habiteth Erernity; whoſe Name is Haly, 
and dwelleth in the high and holy Place ; 
when \he condeſcendeth to come to' ns, 
and earneſtly entreateth us, to let him 
have his abode with us? Heis not a 
mean contemptible Perfon which ma- 
keth Love to us, whoſe Favour we ma 

loſe and be never the worſe, whoſe 
Kindneſs and Love, if withdrawn, oy 
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be made.up another way, or by-another 
Perſon. , He.is God, He is; the Lord of 
Glory: ; The; Angels adore .and, 1gve- 
renge,.. gloxify ang, worſhip him. ; He 
-Ccan and will make thee truly and un- 
ipeakably. blefſed, and: bappy; if: thou 
carken.to his; Voice and':entertalngim. 
Thou mult needs be unconceivably miſe- 
rable without; hiar; | he- has; Power- to 
take theo happy gr miler?ble. If thou 
receive. him, .he wilh, condu&}, thee. to 
leaven, and conſtitute thee perfect and. 
prakeerebly bleſſed... But if thou. ſtub- 
ornly and finally,,deſpiſeſt him, and 


frampleſt. under thy. Feet: the offers. of 


his. Love. and Grace, ke is able to puniſh 
a wf wil . *+ 8438 = ; LFi _ z * 

thee far. tþy,contempt, and he will.calt. 

_ thee into, and. burn thee. in Hell to, all 


EEETRIEY, ...s. -. 


2. He repreſents unto us the miſera- 


ble :and . undone.condition_we are natu. 
rally:tn.,' {That whilſt without him, we 


are Aliens from, th: Common-wealth of- 


Iſrael,, we. do. not belong to the Society 
of thoſe the Lord hath choſen and ſet 
apart for himſelf; we are Strangers 
from the Covenant of Promile, we have 
not ins to. do with thoſe great and pre- 
Gous Priviledges, which are made over 
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tothem who are intereſted in the. Its 
vine ſpecial Love.” We. have no hope, 
we are ina; deſperate condition as; To 
hereafter, without any true and folid 
ground to encouurage our ſelves to hope 
it ſhall bz well with us. We are with- 
out God in the World, we- are deſtitute 
of true and ſound Notions of Gad, and 
without an intereſt.in hum as our recon- 
ciled God, Ephe/. 2:'12. Now, what 
have ſuch Perſons to be. proud of ? we 
who are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, Epheſ. 
2.1. What have we to be conceited of, 
that we ſhould refuſe. to . accept-of 
Chriſt's Offers, that we ſhonld- think 
ſcorn toentertain him ? ' The diſcovery 
of our natural Eſtate,.. ſhould make us 
haſten to the Lord -Jeſus with all the 
ſpeed we can. But alas, it Is our not 
being ſenſible of our Condition, our In- 
fidelity, our not. believing that we are ſo 
worthlcſs, unclean, and. miſerable, as 
indeed we are, that makes ns-fiight 
Chriſt, and refuſe his gracious Offers, 

3. He makes known how real: and 
extraordinary his Love is to us. -He 
does not complement-us with words, 
but hath a Heart for us. O, what de- 
monſtrations of Love hath he given us ? 


He 


Py 
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He hath done as much to approve the 
fincerity of his. Love to us, as can be 
deſired or imagined. Sinner, there is 
no ground for thee to queſtion the troth 
of his Love. He hath vindicated and 
cleared his ſincerity beyond all poſlibility 
of ſuſpicion and doubt. He plzads 
with the Sinner, proteſts his | Love to 
him, and argues the matter with him. 


' Behold, I have loved thee ſo long al- 


ready with a tranſcendent Love ; And 
what is it thou wouldit or canſt deſire, 
to make it appear my: Love is hearty and 
real? Do'lt thou expect I ſhould ap- 
rove my Love, by ſuffering ſome great 
rdſhips for thy ſake ? Behold, 1 have 
done thar, and more, I have been ſcor- 
ned and contemned, I have been abuſed 
and laugh'd at ; I have been derided,and 
mock'd, and ſpit upon; nay, I have 
ſweat Blood for thee, I have under- 
gone inexpreſlible Agonles in my Mind, 
{uch troubles and griets in my Soul, as 
no. Tongue can explain, for thy ſake. 
I have endured the frowns, and born 
the difpleaſure of an angry God, and 
incenſed. Father, to preſerve and ſave 
thee. Here behold with thine own 
Eyes the Marks in my Hands, and in my 
| Feet, 
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Feet, thoſe Nails have made which 
faſtned me to the Croſs ! ſee the Scars 


on my Forehead, which were torn there 
by that Crown which was violently 
and reproachfully thruſt on my Head { 
Nay, I did lay down my Life for thee ! 
I waxed not weary in compaſling th 
Salvation, though- the Pains and Sutf- 
ferings I endured were very many, very 
grievous and affliting. Death it ſelf 
hath not quench'd nor conquered the 
Love I did bear unto thee. Now, who 
can reſt the Arguings of a-Saviour ! 
Do's Chriſt plead his Love and his Suf- 
ferings with thee ? do's he conjure thees 
by them, to accept of him ? and: wilt 
thou ſtill ſtand out and reje& him ? O, 
how ſtubborn, how invincible an Infi- 
del, how vile and unpitiable a Wretch 
wilt thong prove thy ſelf to 'be, if thou 
wilt not be moved by the entreaties and 
courtings of a bleeding Saviour ! 

4- He doth urge his Authority over 
us, and the right he hath unto us. I 
do not mean only that which doth ac- 
crueto him by Creation,or from our own 
particular promiſe and reſignation of 
our ſelves unto him : Bur that right he 
hath to us by purchaſe, We are not our 

own 
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own to diſpoſe of ; The Lord Jeſus hath 
bought us out of the hands of our Ene- 
mies, and 1s become- on that. account 
our rightful Lord and Maſter. And 
how can we refuſe him when he comes 
unto us, but we muſt contra&t on our 
{ſelves the dreadful guilt, of -the moſt 
deteſtable Rebellion ?- rebellion againſt 
Heaven, againſt the-Lord of Love, of 
Mercy, of Life! Our Hearts, our 
Souls, our Bodies, our whole Man, are 
purchaſed by him. He has redeemed us 
unto himſelf, he hath paid a ſufficient 
price for us,and ſhall we ſhut the Doors 
againſt him, when he comes to dwell in 
his own Houſe, the Habitation he him- 
ſelf hath purchaſed ? Should a Servant 
keep any of us out of a Houſe we have 
dearly bought, with what indignation 
ſhould we reſent ſuch uviage ? And what 
may we expect from Chriſt, if we will 
detain his own purchaſe from him, and 
not admit him to have an abode with 
us ?. 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. L'ke 19-27. 

- It was a- great Sin in the Jews, that 
they lighted and diſowned Chriſt when 
he came amongſt them. And their Sin 
was very much aggrevated on this ac- 
count, that they rejected him, notwith- 
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ſtanding. he had a- peculiar and ſpecial 
right unto them, Joby 1. 11. Oz what 
will our Sin appear to be, if after that. 
Chriſt hath 5am. us with his moſt 
precious Blood, we will not accept of, 
and receive him when he knocks and 
pleads with us ? 

5. He acquaints us with the neceſſity 
of our admitting him into our Hearts, 
in order to our own happineſs. What, 
ſhall we ſin againſt our Lives and our 
Bleſledneſs! Shall we caſt away our 
Souls, and all that is juſtly dear to us 
and have nothing to ſay for our ſelves 
in-our own vindication and excuſe ? Is 
there any thing of prudence or of rea- 
ſon in doing thus? Doth not our Na- 
ture, doth not that Principle which dit- 
ferences us from Brutes, deteſt ſuch a 
thing ? Why, if we would not be ſuch 
Prodigals, it highly concerns us to ac- 
cept of Chriſt. He comes to us, and in- 
treats us to accept of him for our own 
benefit. He cannot recelve any adyan- 


. tage or profit by it ; he doth not need 


us : It is for our good he comes to us z 
he importunes us. thus, becauſe, with- 
out accepting of him, we mult be eter- 
nally ruined. We are in the way to- 

D Hell, 
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Hell, Satan and Luft are hurrying ug 
apace to everlaſting Miſery, and we can- 
not be delivered and ſayed any other 
way than by accepting of him, As 4. 
T2. 

6. He ſets before us the Glory and 
Inheritance he hath provided for us, 
and will.certainly beſtow on us if we do 
receive him. The Things Chriſt bath 
treaſured up for Believers, are not the 
little tranſitory Things of this World, 
Theſe Things he caſts abroad with a 
ſeemingly indifferent hand ; he never 
deſtgned. to make up a Portion for his 
own People of theſe periſhing Things. 
He hath -greater and better T hings to 
. reward us with ; even an Inheritance ins 
corruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth 
not away, but is reſerved for us in Hea: 
ven, 1 Pet. 1.4 He hath taken poſ> 
ſeſſion of glorious Manſions, and will 
come again and receive us unto himſelf, 
to be for ever where he is, John 14. 
2, 3- 

We have no ground to queſtion our}. 
Saviours Faithfulneſs or Bounty. It 1s 
alledged as a ftrong and convincing Ar- 
gument, that God will not deny any 
uſeful thing unto his People, becapl by 
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hath given up his Son for them, Rem. 3, 
32. And can we imagine, that he who 
hath ſuffered for us, and triumphed 
over all our Enemies, and hath made 
ſuch glorious Promiſes as are recorded 
in his Word, and doth ſtill teſtify ſuch 
ſtrong Aﬀecttion and Love towards us, 
will, if we accept of him, refuſe to 
confer on us the great and the glorious 
Things he hath purchaſed for us by his 
bloody Sufferings ? Our Bleſſed Savt- 
our, when he was on Earth, prayed that 
his Servants might be with him where 
he ſhould be, Job 17. 24. And he till 
intercedes now he is in Heaven fer fuch, 
that they may be with him, and will 
certainly conduCtt them to, and polleſs 
them for ever. of that Glory and Hap» 
pineſs which infinitely exceeds all Ima- 
gination, and which 1s fully underſtood 
by no Creatnres but thoſe who do en» 
joy it. A Happineſs which is abfolute- 
ly free from all evil, and unpleaſant 
Mixture, and which is every way come 
pleat, and fult of every thing that is 
grateful, pleaſant, and can-adminiſter 
any ſatisfaction : A Happinefs that: is 
ſtable, ſure, and certain, which ſhall 
laſt to. al Eternity, and never ceaſe, 
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decay, nor cloy, but always entertain 
with raptures of Joy, raviſhing Plea- 
ſures and SatisfaCtions, which ariſe to 
uninterrupted and conſtant Extaſies. 

Theſe are ſome of the Arguments 
which are ſtrongly urged to prevail 
with Sinners to accept of Chriſt. But 
his Importunity will yet further appear, 
if we conſider the Inſtruments he doth 
imploy and make uſe of about this Work. 
The Inſtruments are many, which are 
employ'd toentreat and perſwade,. and 
move Sinners to cloſe with the gracious 
Tenders made them by the Son of 
God. 

I will name but four. 

1. The Holy Spirit 1s appointed to be 
Chriſt's Advocate, and is employ'd to 
plead Chriſt's Cauſe with Sinners. This 
Holy Spirit hath not only in a miracu- 
-lous way convinc®d the World of Sin, 
-of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment ; 
but he doth plead often with particular 
-Perſons. Sometimes he works pious In- 
clinations and deſires in the Soul ; ſome- 
tinics he affects with a penetrating ap- 
prehenſion of the wretchedneſs of a 
natural Eſtate. Sometimes he convinces 
powerfully of a necelſlity of looking af- 
cr 
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ter Chriſt; ſometimes he moves and 
perſwades the Soul to cloſe with Chrilt, 
and accept him upon his own terms. 
The Spirit of God works varioully, 
ſecretly, and powerfully on the Heart ; 
and doth often teſtify of Chriſt, even to 
thoſe who do a long time, nay, 1t may 
be, finally ſtand out and refuſe to cloſe 
heartily with him. 

But it is a great aggravation of a 
Perſon's Sin to grieve the Spirit of God, 
Epheſ. 4.30. and to quench the Spirit, 
1 Theſſ. 5. 19. To take no notice of 
Chriſt, but ſtubbornly oppoſe and reſiſt 
tim, when he comes to us,- and pleads 
with vs, -and entreats us by. his Spirit to 
accept of him. . 

O, to what a height doth our Guilt 
aſcend; when Chrilt ſends his Spirit to 
treat with us, and-we deſpiſe, or take 
no notice of the workings and - witneſ- 
ſings of this Holy Spirit ! What a 
heightned Crime aid Wickedneſs is this, 
to contemn and make light of Chrilt, 
after that the Holy Spirit hath been 
treating with us, and explaining to us, 
the Dignity of Chriſt, his unvaluable 
tranſcendent Excellencies, and the ne- 
cellity of a Saviour ! 
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This is certainly a very great proof 
and demonſtration of our Saviour's ear- 
neſtneſs to be admitted by us, that he 
pleads with us by ſuch an one, and em- 
Þloys his Holy Spirit to tranſatt and 
manage this Buſineſs with us. 


2. He ſends his Miniſters on this 
Errand. The Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
appointed to be the Preachers of Recon- 
ciliation unto the World. They are in- 
truſted by the Lord Jeſus to plead with 
Sinners, and endeavour to prevail with 
them to receive Chriſt, and yield up 
themſelves to him. And therefore, as 
you hear, or refuſe to hear them, ſ6 
Chriſt interprets your readineſs or un- 
willingneſs to receive him, Zzke 10. 16. 

The great Work and Buſineſs of the 


- . Miniſtry is, to beſeech you, im the Name 


of Chriſt, to lay down your Enmity, 
which you have unjuſtly conceived a- 
gainſt him,and hearken unto his wholſom 
faving Advice and Counſel, even to ac- 
cept of him, 'that he may dwell with 
you, and you with him. Now then we 
are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, az though God 
did beſeerh you by ws;, we pray you in 
Chriſts ſtead, be ye reconciled mnto God, 
2 Cor. 
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2 Cor. 5. 20. Now, how often, and 
with how 'much earneſtneſs have you 
been entreated this way, to embrace 
Chriſt and his Gracious Offers ! Were 
not Chrilt very importunate for admit- 
tance, what need would there be, that 
a particular ſort of People ſhould be ap- 
pointed and ſet apart for this very Buli- 
neſs, to invite, and perſwade, and in- 
treat People to accept of Chriſt, and 
his Benefits ? Epheſ. 4. 11, &c. 


3. Jeſus Chriſt doth importune you 
by his Word. When you read or hear 
the Holy Scriptures, what urgings. and 
entreatings. have you there from Chriſt 
to accept of hit! It is Peoples great 
Sin, that they ſight the Scriptures, as 
they do Miniſters and Ordinances, and 
are nof willing to obſerve Chriſt ſ peak- 
ing in theni. But, O what a zeal and 
eartieſtneſs doth Chriſt manifeff there, 
in beſeeching and calling Smners to em- 
brace and accept of him ? 


Conſider and weigh-theſe few Parti- 
culars, amongſt the many yon may meet 
with, in reading the Word of God ;, 
which -plainly ſhew how riuch Chriſt is 
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- concerned for your cloſing with his gra- 
clous Tenders. 


1. His free and ſolemn Invitations. 
What frank and liberal Promiſes doth 
he make to all who will but comply with 
his Call! Come unto me 'all ye that are 
weary and heavy laden, and 1 will give 
you reſt, Matth.11. 28. Ho, every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters ;, and 
he that hath no Mony, come ye, buy and 
eat, yea, come, buy Wine-and Milk, with- 
out Mony and without Price, Wherefore 
do ye ſpend Mony for that which 1s not- 
Bread ? and your Labour for that which 
ſatisfieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, 
and eat ye that mhich 1 good, and let your 
Soul delight at ſelf in Fatneſs. Incline 
our. Ear, and come. tinto me : hear, and 
your Soul ſhall live, and I will mike ar 
everlaſting Covenant with you, even the 
ſure Mercies of David. 1a. 55. 1, 2, 3: 
You ſee here, that he excepts none, and 
that he aſſures of the beſt, the moſt uſe- 
ful, the choiceſt, and moſt valuable 
Bleſflings.- 


2. His vehement and affectionate 


Proteſtations. He ſwears by Himſelf, 
that 
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that his Love is cordial and ſincere. He 
importunes us often, and. condeſcends 
to argue and expoſtulate with ns. As þ 
live,- ſaith the Lord God, I have no _plea- 
ſure im the death of the Wicked, but that 
the Withed turn from his way and live ; 
turn ye, turn ye from your evih ways, for 
why will ye die, O honſe of [iſrael * Ezeky 
33.11. Caſt away from yow all your 
Tranſgreſſions whereby ye have tranſgreſ- 
ſed, and make you a new Heart, and 4 
new Spirit : for why will ye die, O Houſe 
of Iſrael? For I bave no pleaſure mn the 
death of him that dieth, ſaith the Lord 
God : wherefore turn your | ſelves and live 
ye. Ezek. 18. 31, 32- 


3. His paſſionate Lamentation. over 
thoſe who do ſtubbornly reject him, and 
will not accept of him, notwithſtand- 
ing he pleads with them thus earneſtly. 
He wept over them of Feru/alem, after 
he had long importuned them in vain. 
How does he expreſs, by groans and 
ſighs, his mourntul ſorrowful Reſent- 
ments, on the account. of the deſtructi-, 
ON _ were wiltully drawing on them 
ſelves! O Jeruſalem, Feruſalem, thaw 


that kilteſt the - Prophets, and ftoneſ them 
Ds which 
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which are ſent unto thee bow often would 
1 bave gathered thy Children together, even 
& a Hen gatbexeth her Chickens under 
ber Wings, and ye would nat ? Matth. 
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4- Chriſt doth importune us for ad- 
mittanice by every Mercy and Judgment. 
How often are we brought to ſome 
fenſe of our need of Chriſt, and to 
Hme kind of reſolutions to yield and 
open to him, by the ſtraights, and ext- 
gencies, and ſufferings we are involved 
m ? though it 15 our very great Fault, 
that we are apt to forget all, as ſoon as 
Ur Pain is over : But what is the true 
end of every Affiction,but to make us ſee 
more of the Excellencies of Chriſt, and 
to endear him unto our Souls ? O happy: 
Sufferings ! might they all have fuch an 
, Influence on us ! 

And what is the end of all God's 
Mercies, but to lead us to Repentance, 
and bring us to Chriſt * Why are you 
"thus long, preſerved out of Hell * Why 
2re you not. at this time tormented and 
frying in cternat Burnings * Is any rea« 
fn to be aſſigned why you fhould-on- 
joy the Gofpe), yea, the common Mer- 
cies. 


cies of your” Lives, but only this, that 
Chriſt 1s ſtill waiting to be gracious to 
you, and that by theſe means he 1s 1n- 
viting and importuning you to accept 
of him,. and fly from that Damnation 
which doth not ſlumber, bat is haſtning 
apace upon the whole World of mgod- 
ly Sinners ? God conld as eaſily have 
diſmiſſed yon to the Regions of Dark- 
neſs, the Places of moft dreadful and 
inſupportable Horror, many Years a- 
go, as any others who are now in Tor- 
ments. All the Merctes, and all the 
time you have had in the World, were. 
the Fruits of Ghriſt's Love, Feſtimcnies 
of his Patienca, and Inſtances of his 
pleading with you to accept of him,. 
and not ruin and undo your ſelves. 

How ſmall a thing would it be.. for 
Chriſt to ſend thee'to Hell ? to ſay-un- 
to thee, Go thou' curſed ?' Alas,. one 
frown from him would immediately 
ſink thee into the Earth, into the bot- 
tomlets Pit ! And what is it that. pre- 
ſerves thee, but the tenderneſs of thy 
Saviour ?- And for what end doth the ex- 
prefs {o mach regard unto thee, but: to 
try whether his Patience and Lenity,and! 
| his allowing thee ſo much — 
and: 
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and ſo many Mercies, will prvail with 
thee to prize and receive thy Savi- 
our ! 


IT. I am now in the ſecond place to 
ſhew you, what our receiving Chrilt 
into our Hearts doth import. 


But before I ſpeak poſitively to this, 1 
will take notice of two or three things, 
with which People do too commonly 
falſly pleaſe, and ſatisfy, and - conſe- 
quently deceive themſelves. We ſhould 
obſerve theſe, as Mariners do the Rocks 
and Shelves where others have ſuffered 
Shipwrack before them, 

1. This receiving Chriſt, doth not 
conſiſt in a bare notional knowledg of 
him. A Man may, by common 1initru- 
tion, and ordinary diligence and ſtu- 
dy, acquire from the Holy Scriptures 
ſuch Notions concerning Chriſt, as Men 
do uſually obtain by ſtudy and diligence 
in any Point of Philoſophy. But this 
is only ſuch a knowledg as doth float in 
the Head, and may be in that Perſon 
who hath not any love and aftection to 
Chriſt : Such may have a knowledg of 
Chriſt, ſo as to give a plain account * 

Tac - 
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the common ſenſe, or ancient uſe of 
the Words, wherein the Doctrines con- 
cerning Chriſt are communicated and 
conveighed unto People. They may 
give an_ account of the Grammatical 
meaning and ſenſe of the words, as 
well as any others ; and yet theſe Peo- 
ple may not entertain Chriſt. They 
may not underſtahd; nor cannot dive 
into the Spiritual meaning of thoſe Do- 
Grines, 1 Cor. 2. 14. -. Julian knew a 
great deal concerning Chriſt, and fo 
did Celſzs, but they were great Ene- 
mies to Chrilt. Y 

«< The only Principle which enableth 
« 2 -Man for the right judging and dif- 
« cerning of Heavenly Things,''is the 
« Grace of God's Spirit, which the na- 
« tural Man wanteth ; and hence it fol- 


_ «loweth, thafk as a Man cannot live 


© without a Soul, nor ſee without an 
« Eye, nor hear: without an "Ear, - be- 
<« cauſe theſe are the Grounds and Prin- 
< ciples from which Life,. and Sight, and 
« Hearing do flow: $So no Man can 
* know and ſerve God aright, without 
« God's . Spirit - enlightning 'and. ena- 
< bling him by his Grace; becauſe this 
« js the Principle from which all both 
5 ſpirt- 
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& ſpiritual Actions and Abilities do 
« ſpring. Mafon of Hearing and Do- 
1ng, P. 328. 

2. It doth not conſiſt in an outward 
profeſſing to own the Faith of Chriſt. 
Alas ! how many make a general Pro- 
feſlion of Chriſtianity,and of embracing 
the particular DoCtrines of the Goſpel, 
who take no care to depart from Iniqui- 
ty ! The very Devils have made as ho- 
nouxable a Profeſſion of Chriſt's being 
the Son of God, as any meer words we 
can deyife will amount unto, Zuke 4 

'A 
3. It doth not confiſt ina bare per- 
formance of ſome Duties, in the Name 
of Chriſt. Performing Duties in the 
Name of Chriſt, and ſpeaking honou- 
rably and much of Chriſt, are very 


good and commendable, when they pro- 


ceed from a right Principle, and ſpring 
from a real and very ardent AﬀeCtion 
to Chriſt. But we muſt take heed left 
we content our ſelves with theſe things,. 
whilſt they may have a falſe Original, 
Qr-are-uſed to improper Ends. How- 
ever, we muſt-be fure we do not ſtay 
Here, without-proceeding further. Peo- 
ple have: uſted the Name of Chriſt to 
very, 


ns 
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very ill purpoſes, As 19. 13. Many 
pretend to perform Duties with ear- 
neſtnefs, in his Name, for whom he 
hath no refpe&t, and who did never . 
truly bid him welcome into their Hearts, 
Mat. 7. 22, 23. 

Indeed, where Chriſt is received a- 
right, there will be all theſe things in 
ſome degree and meaſure, but theſe will 
not be alt which will be there. There 
muſt be fome knowledg of Chriſt, tho 
not that which doth only foar aloft in 
the Head, and evaporate, and manifeſt 
it ſelf only at the Month ; but ſuch as 
will influence the Heart and Life. Ma- 
ny who receive Chriſt aright, may nog 
be able to: expreſs and difcover their 
knowledg to others in fuch. appolites. 
free, and voluble Expceſions, 2s: forme. 
others can, who have ndthipg of the 
true Spiritual ſenſe of Divine Traths,. 
or the ſaving Knowledg of Chriſt; The 
one ſort are more bebolden to their 
natural or acquired Abilities, the other 


" to the inward and effeftual-workings of 


the Holy: Spirie: {Every Perfanwha bath: 
atrue fenſe, and'fivrm perfwation of Spjs: 
ritual Matters, hath ngt the Gifb at Ut 
terance.. There: is no neccffey a _ 
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and ſound Believer ſhould be eloquent, 
or have a voluble Tongue. 'Much Know- 
ledg; and Memory, and Utterance, and 
lively AﬀeCction, (asa worthy reverend 


Perſon hath ſaid) are all very deſirable ; 


but you muſt judg your Eſtate by none 
of thoſe, for they are all uncertain. 

And- who-ever truly reccives Chriſt, 
will acknowledg and profeſs his owning 
of Chriſt. For as Men believe with the 
Heart, ſo with the Mouth confeſſion 1s 
made unto. Salvation, Rom. 10. 10, 


” But now [ come to ſpeak more poſi- 


tively to this Point. Our receiving, of. 
Chriſt is expreſſed in my Text by theſe 
words; If any Man bear my Voice, and 
open the. Door. So that two things are 
required to,. and imported, by our re- 
ceiving of Chrilt, according; to' the ex-; 
preſs Letter of the Text ; 


= , Hearing his Voice. 
2aly, Opening unto him. 


But before' I ſpeak particularly: to 
theſe things, let. me obſerve too you, 
from 'the-general indefinite Exprethon: 
here uſed}i:That iJeſus' Chriſt doth not; 
exclude any one Perſon from —— 


IJ 
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Him, and the Benefits of his Death and 
gracious Preſence, provided he wall but 
comply with Him, and accept. of his 
gracious Offers. He is willing to come 
to, and dwell with any Perſon who will 
but hearken to his Voice, and give Him 
admittance. He will not.refuſe you 
for any perſonal unworthineſs,or becauſe 
you have been very grievous and noto- 
rious Tranſgreſlors. He would have all 
Men to be ſaved, and come to the know- 
ledg of the Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. He in- 
vites all withont exception, I/a. 55. 1,2. 
If any Man hear yy Voice , any Man,- 
though ever ſo poor or miſerable 1n the 
Eye of the World ; nay, not-vich!tand- 
ing he hath been «cver ſo vio'cnt and 
herce againlt me, thou7h his Sins be ne- 
ver {o many, never ſo great, never ſo 
hainous:, yet if he will but hear my 
Voice, obey my Call, and open unto 
me, 1 will accept of him, I will be his 
Gueſt, and impart unto him my Self, 
my Merits, and the Comforts, Satiſ- 


* faftions, and Benefits ariſing therefrom. 


We have very ſignal Evidences of this 
in the Holy Scriptures. Peter after his 
molt deteſtable denial of Chriſt, is re- 


ceived into Fayour.' Paul, though he 
had 
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had been ſuch an outragious Perſecutfor, 
findeth Mercy, and is made a moſt ex- 
cellent and uſeful Apoſtle. 

The peneral. Doctrine of the Scrip- 
ture doth confirm this Truth, That 
Chriſt 1s ready and willing to Communi- 
cate Himſelf, and the Benefits of his 
Death and Paſſion, to any that will ac- 
cept of him. Chriſt hath put no Bar, 
ho Impediment, no Hindrance in any 
Man's way. If we do not accept of 
Him, if we reap not the Benefits of his 
Death, the fault is otr own, even be- 
cauſe we would not receive Him when 
he came unto us, and entreated for ad- 
mirtatiee. He comes to, and ſeeks af- 
fer the foſt unworthy, Mark 3. 17. 
He came to fave Sinhets, 1 T:#. i. 15. 
He cartie to ſcek and fo ſave the Loſt. 
He excepts none, if they renounce their 
Wickedneſſes and Sins, 1/a. 55. 7. 


The Tertns hepfropoſeth to us, in or- 
der to our reaping all this Advantage, 
are but hearing his Voice, and opening 
the Door. 


1f, Heating his Voice. This imports 
two things. & 
I, At- 
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1. Attending to, and taking notice 
of thoſe Arguments he doth urge to ob- 
tain admittance. I have given you be- 
fore a ſhort account of theſe Arguments, 
But this inſtructs us, that an heedful at- 
tentive frame of Spirit, is ordinar1l 
requiſite to a due recciving of Chri 
into our Hearts, 'An unruly froward 
temper, that is impatient of « agg 
Advice, Inſtruction, Reproof, &c. and 
fumes and chafes on all ſuch occaſions, 
and applies to any fort of courſes to 
divert from ſerious confiderations, is a 
very dangerous and unhappy Tem- 


per. 

But this is not all that hearing Chriſt's 
Voice doth import. People may at- 
tend to Matters of this nature, and de- 
ſign no more than to obtain ſome em- 
belliſhments in their Diſcourſe 3 or they 
- have ſome deſign not truly uſeful 
and commendable. . Indeed, God may 
make his Word to faſten, and "prove 
effeftual to thoſe who have none of the 
beſt purpoſes in hearkning to the Word 
of Chrilt ; and therefore I dare not diſ- 
courage any Man abſolutely from at- 
tending, whatever he may propoſe: to 
bimfelt in ſo doing, becauſe the Word 
may 
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may-take hold of him beyond expecta- 
£10n. 

Mr. Bulncy reports of himſelf, that 
he bought and read the New Teſtament, 
not becauſe it was the Word of God, 
but becauſe Eraſmus had tranſlated it 
into excellent Latin; yet it pleaſed 
God, when he read 1 Tim. 1. 15. that 
his Mind was particularly fixed on thoſe 
words ; {o that God made them effeCtual 
for his Converſion and Refcrmation. 

But ſuch Inſtances are ſomething out 
of the uſual and common road ; there- 
fore we have re4ſon to conclrde, that 
hearkning to the Voice of Chritt, doth 
note ſomething more than bare atten- 
dance to his Voice. ' ©? | 

2, It doth note the Influence the Ar- 
guments our Saviour doth uſe, have on 


our Aﬀections and Hearts. Attention 1s 


a very uſefu! Expedient for the making 
of thoſe things which are propoſed 
unto us, to have ſome efficacy on us. 
When we diligently attend to any thing 
that is ſpoken, we have Impreſſions or- 
dinarily made on our Minds, which bear 


ſome proportion with what hath been 


diſcourſed. And this ſeems to be. 1m- 
ported here by hearing Chriſt's Voice z 


thoſe 
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thoſe Impreſſions, which the ſerious 
conſidering what he hath propos'd, -oc- 
at] caſion to be faſtned on our Hearts and 
at] Minds, the Aﬀections and Diſpoſlitions 
df of Soul,which do reſult from our heark- 
'tF ning to his Voice. Which is ſomething 
lF betwixt bare hearing his Voice, and 
atY opening unto him. It is the Reſult, 
!efÞ Fruit, and Conſequent of the former, 
al .and a good and proper Preparative to 
the latter. 


Ce 24ly, Opening the Door. This is 
atY the other Expreſlion1n the T ext,to note 
ty our receiving of Chriſt. And it doth 
n-g import our compliance with him, our 

| free and ſincere reſignation of our 
r-J ſelves unto him. As a Perſon, who-be- 
Ny ing inan Houſe, when another who is 
Sy the right owner of it, comes and knocks 
'Ey at the Door, and declares to the Party 
04 .within his claim to that Houſe, and 
S. 4 makes it appear he 1s the true owner of 
8 that Houſe, and has Authority to-re- 
r-F quire the Poſleſſion to be delivered up 
ay unto him ; the Party within hearkning 
ny to what he hath to ſay, and being con- 
1- F-vinced, and fully ſatisfied of his Right 
; 3 | and Authority to make that Demand, 
ci he 


33 
he opens the Door to him, and admit 


him into the Houſe; not only 1in point {t 
of common civility, but ſo as- owning} P 
his Propriety, and dclivering up- the 
Poſſeſſion to him. T hus opzning to 

Chriſt, doth note our giving up ouff © 
Hearts to him, and owning him for the} © 
only, true, lawful Soveraign, Owner - 
and Governogr of them. Our receiving \ 
Chriſt is not right, till we arrive at tht * 
Point, People may give attendance to , 


Chriſt's Voice, and have their Aﬀections 
and Hearts in ſome meaſure moved and 
influenced by the ſame, and yet Cor- 
ruption may prevall and keep them from} ; 
religning up the Poſleſſion to him. Nay, © 
it falls out too often thus with the truly} * 
Godly, that they do not immediately, | * 
upon ſome affection and ſence begot inf» 
them, upon their hearing the Voice of 
their Saviour, reſign up themſelves, and 
comply with his Demands as they ſhould, 
The Spouſe, Cart.s. 2, 4, &c. heard 
the Voice of her Beloved ; ſhe knew it 
to be his Voice, and ſeemed to attend 
to what he ſaid, ver. 2. And though 
ſhe made feyeral Excuſes, yet we may 
eaſily perceive his Voice had fome 1iafly- 
ACE ON here Ver.4.d4y Borel mere _ 
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for him. Yet notwithltanding all this, 
ſhe did not open unto him. He was 
provoked to withdraw, and went his 
way, verſ. 6, 

But | will not confine my ſelf ſtrittly 
to a minute enquiry into the.extent of 
theſe Phraſes uſed in the Text. I ſhall 
give you my ſenſe of what our receiving 
Chriſt doth import, in a few Particus 
lars, where you will have the Subſtance 
of what is contained in, or implied by 
theſe Expreſſions in the Text. 

I. Our receiving of Chriſt, doth im- 
ply our having a deep and affeftionate 
ſenſe of the Danger, Evil, and Filth of 
Sin, and in what an undone condition 
we are naturally, We are not fit to re- 
ceive Chrilt into our Hearts, till we have 
an entire, hearty, and invincible dete- 
ſtation and abhorrence of Sin, which is 
{o contrary to Chriſt, ſetled in our Souk. 
Wecannot prizeand value Chriſt aright, 
till we are ſenſible how hateful and de- 
ſ{truCctive Sin is. Chriſt and Sin cannot 
reign together, nay, they cannot ami- 
cably lodg together in the ſame Soul. 
We cannot (ſerve God and AMammon, If 
we do not ſee our ſelves loſt and un- 
done without Chriſt, we cannot bid him 

: truly 
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truly welcome. The Phyſician is not. 


look*d after, nor regarded, till we per- 
celive our Diſtemper, and are ſenlible 
how weak and uneaſy it makes us, Mat. 
9.12. Paul ſees himſelf the greateſt 
Sinner, before he obſerves and takes 
comfort in the lovelineſs of Chriſt, 
1 Tim. 1. 15. Thoſe whom Chriſt calls 
and inconrageth to come to him, are 
they who are preſſed and grieved with 
the weight and burthen of their Sins, 
Mat. 11.28. 


Now, do you try and examine your - 


ſelves, whether you are duly affected 
with the evil and filth of Sin, with your 
deplorable and loſt Eſtate whilſt out of 
Chriſt ? Do you really think that there 
5 nothing in the World near fo perni- 
cious, evil, and hateful, as Sin ? Is Sin 
more hateful to you than Hell ? Can you 
truly chuſe the greateſt Suffering and 
Miſery, rather than commit the leaſt 
Sin knowingly againſt God and Chrilt ? 
Are you brought to this Point, to ſay in 
ſincerity, All for Chriſt ? Ha't thou 
ſuch a ſence of Sin, as makes thee cry 
out in holy Reſignation; Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ? What ſhall I 


do to be ſaved ? 
2. Our 


2. Our receiving of Chriſt, doth im- 
port a firm belief of his Divinity, and 
the alſufficiency of his Merits and Satiſ{- 
faction. _ A ſinful Creature, who 1s 'Ioſt 
and - undone; in- himſelf, - and! appre- 
hends his oyn-Eſtate, would: catch: at 
every thing, -/but knows not where: to 
fix,. till he be indued with a truly Di- 
vine Faith, and thereby has. his Mind 
throughly ſatisfied, that 'the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the only, begotten Son of 
God, is appointed by the Father, to be 
a Propitiation for the Sins of the World; 
and that he having obeyed and ſuffered, 
according to.the Agreement betwixt 
Him and ths Father, is alſufficient 'for 
the ſaving of all thoſe; who-do belijev- 
ingly cloſe with him. A 'meer_ cufto- 
mary allent to what 1is-ſaid of Chriſt in 
Scripture, will not ſerve our turn. Sa- 
tan will eaſily baffle and . overcome ſuch 
a Faith. - It -muft, be ſuch. an inward 
allent and conſent, as carries all-the 
Powers of the Soul along with them 
ſuch a Faith as is impregnated and con- 
firmed in us by the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt. . The Heart mulſt be firmly per= . 
{ſwaded of Chriſt's being the Son of 
God ; that he hath made full ſatisfaftion 
= to 
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to God's Juſtice, 'and' that in him there 
is a compleat and abſolute fulneſs for 
us, Heb. 7. 25. | 
Do you thereforeexamine your ſelves 
concerning your prefent Eſtate, and en- 
quire whether you have a fure and firm 
Belief wrought in you, that Chriſt is 
Gcd, and that he is a compleat and 
perfect Saviour, that in him dwelleth all 
Fulneſs ;, and that notwithſtanding your 
own perſonal unworthinefs, yet yort 
may and ſhall, if yo believingly and 
obediently depend on him, be accepted; 
for his Merits and Worthineſs ? I do 
not ſpeak of a ſyperficial Aﬀſent, a meer 
notional Belief, but ſuch a Faith as is a 
living ave” Ptifciple in us, which un- 
dermines and ſupplants' our Luſts, and 
mortifheth them daily in us, and puts us 
with vigor and earneftneſs on all Acts 
of Holy Obedience, and faithfully en- 
deavour to pleaſe God. Are you firm- 
ty perſwaded, on Scripture-Grounds, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God; 
That there i rio other Name given under 
Heaven, by which you can be ſaved, and 
thit in him there is ſuch a redundancy, 
that of his Fulneſs (you may recerve Grate 
for Grace? 
3. Qur 
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3. Our receiving Chriſt doth import, 
our laying on him the great and only 
ſtreſs of our Salvation ; our looking up 
to him, and depending on him alone for 
Pardon, Life, and Happineſs. If we 
will receive Chriſt, we muſt deny, not 
only our ſinful worldly Luſts, but we 
mult deny our ſelves, -as to our beſt and 
moſt religious Duties, Works, and Per- 
formances. We mult not deſiſt from), 
and break off from theſe Performances, 
but we muſt deny them, fo as fiot to de- 
pend and rely on them, as if by the 
Worthineſs and Merit of theſe,we could 
purchaſe Life. and Salvation to our. 
ſelves. Though it 1s our duty to work 
and labour in the Service of God, with 
ſuch earneſtneſs and diligence, as if 
we were to pet Heaven by our own 
pains ; yet when we have done all, we 
muſt rely wholly on the Satisfaction, 
Righteouſneſs, and Merits of Chriſt. 
A true Believer will have his Eye on 
Chrift, when at Duty, to engage his 
Fervency and Diligence ; and after he 
hath done all he can, he will rely only 
upon him for acceptance. When we 
have done all we can, we muſt acknews- 
ledg onr ſelves wnproficable Servants, Luk. 
17. 10, E 2 Now, 


often, readeit the Scriptures, heareſt 


-but in the ſtate of Hypocrites, and. of 
-thoſe ſpoken of in Mat.7.21,22,23. 


go to Heaven, for thy pious Services, 


_the. Apoſtle ſaith; 1 Cor. 13. 1, 2, 3 


goes. wholly out of himſelf to Chriſt, 
_.*, Helays no ſtreſs on any thing he can do. 


.ty he can attain to,the Will of God,and 
” doth this out -of obedience to God ; but 
- when he hath prayed with the' greatelt 
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Now, haſt thou learn'd to deny thy 
ſelf ? Do®lt thou not pleaſe thy ſelf, that 


becauſe thou art not as prophane and]. 


looſe as many others are, that for this 
cauſe thou ſhalt be.accepted and ſaved ? 
Alas, bare Morality will--lodg Peo- 
ple far ſhort of Heaven. . Do'ſt thoy 
not conclude thy Condition _ good 
and ſafe enough, becauſe thou prayeſt 


the Word preached, and' partakeſt © 
the-Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as 
occaſion offereth ? Alas, if thou relieſt 
on theſe things, thou wilt find thy ſel 

Do'tt thou not think thou muſt needs 


thy good Works, and thy Charity in 
relieving the Poor ? If ſo, read what 


Hethat'recciveth Chriſt into his Heart, 


He labours after the greateſt conformi-þ 


Fervency he can, and. hath expreſſed 
| FO the 
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the greateſt Zeal for God and Rel1210n 
he can reach unto ; when he hath done 
- all within his Power, -he-renounces all 
thoughts of Merit in himſelf, and flies 
only to Chriſt for favour and accep- 
tance. He is ſenſible of his own Imper- 
fections and Infirmities, and cries. out 
againſt hin ſelf, Unclean, unclean my 
beſt. Righteouſneſſes are but as filthy Rags 3 
I am but an unprofitable Servant. He 
haſtneth to Chrilt to undertake for him z 
and cries out, Bleſk'd Jeſus, let thy Me- 
rits and Satizfation obtain acceptance 
_ and favour for me. Lord, I throw my 
ſelf into the Arms of thy Grace; 'O, 
reject me not, -but grant I may be:found 
in thee, and may-have thy Righteouſ- 
neſs to commend me. 

4. Our receiving Chriſt doth note, 
our complying with his Terms, - Molt 
would be willing to be ſaved at laſt,pro- 
vided they might have liberty to live -as 
they liſt at preſent. But Chriſt:mult be 
accepted on his own Terms ; He calls us 
to Repentance, Faith, and new Obe- 
dience. If we, will conclude. on: good 
ground, that we have received-Chrilt, 
we mult ſee to it, that we ſincerely for- 
ſake our former Luſts and Sins, which 
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ſo long ſeparated betwixt vs and our 
God, and for which Chrift did WW. - 
£0 add ſuffer ſuch preſſing and 
niſhing Sorrows and Puniſhments. Le 
the Wicked forſake his Way, and the un- 
righteous Manhis Thoughts, &c. Iſa. 55. 
7. We muſt believe in the Lord Tels 
Chriſt, that he is the Son of God ; that 
out of pure Love he did aſſume our Na- 
ture ; that he hath performed all that is 
neceſſary to put us into a capacity of 
Salvation, and to reconcile-us unto God, 
that he is the only Author of Eternal 
Life and Salvation. And we muſt rely 
and, depend upon - him only for Mercy 
and Salvation. We muſt devote our 
ſelves to live godly, righteouſly, and 
ſoberly, and make Conſcience of at- 
tending to, and walking in all Chriſt's 
Commandments. And we muſt take 
care 'to pet all this cleared and evi- 
denced to our felves from *Scripture- 
Grounds. | 

Art thou truly willing to part with 
all thy Luſt ! to mortify thy corrupt 
Wooyar ny: and to die every day more 

. and more to fin ! to be crucihed to the 

"World; and to oppoſe and reſiſt all that 
| oo abainſt thy "Coul ? «xmas la- 
AT - Our 
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bour to exerciſe, Faith vigorouſly ? is it 
thy Buſineſs to eye Chralt continvally ? 
do'ſt thou fetch all thy Strength and 
Supplies from Him ? areall thy Hopes 
and ExpeCations laid up in him ? do'fſt 
thou, withont any reſervation, give u 
thy ſelf ro Chriſt ! 1s it thy  heartief 
deſire, ſtudy, care, and endeavour, con- 
tinually to imitate and pleaſe Chriſt ? 

5. Our recetving Chriſt doth import, 
our ſubmitting to him in all his Relati- 
ons. It was a great Reflection on ſome 
who followed Chriſt, when he was here 
pan Earth, 'that they : fallowed him ' for 
the Loaves with which he fed them, and 
not for the Miracles which they ſaw him 
work; whereby his Divinity was at- 
teſted, and the Truth of the Doctrines 
he taught, undeniably evidenced and 
confirmed.. And it would be as feverea . 
Reflefion upon us, ſhould Chriſt lay 
to our Charge, that though we pretend 
to ſubmit to Him in one Relation, yet 
we refuſe to own and ackgowledg Him 
in his other Relations, That we are 
willing to admit him to þe our Prieft,. to 
ſuffer for us, but will not have any 
thing to do with his Yoke, but:do re 
{olutely caſt his Laws behind our back, | 
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and determine that we will not have him 
ta reign over Us. 7 

. But 1t is our Duty to be ready and 
willing, for his- ſake, to take up the 
Croſs, as well. as to wear the Crewn ; 
to ſubmit to do his: Work, as well as to 
expect and receive the Recompences and 
Wages he doth beitow. | We muſt take 
him as our King, as our Husband, as 
our Lord, and as our Owner, and per- 
torm to him all thoſe Duties which con- 
cern us, as we are his Subjects, his 
Spouſe, his Servants and People, in 
whom. he - hath an undeniable | pro- 
Perty. 

We ſhould complain to Chriſt of our 
hard and inflexible Hearts, our unruly 
and tumultuous Aﬀettions, of thoſe 
Luſts and Wickedneſſes which we find 
{trongeſt in us, we ſhould be earneſt with 
him 'in deſiring his powerful governing 
Preſence in and with us, that our Lulſts 
may be conquered, .our Aﬀections ta- 
med, made moderate and ſanctihed 
and that our ſtubborn Hearts may be 
made ſoft and pliable. | 

We muſt take him for our Prieſt, -ex+- 
pecting nothing but Wrath, as what Is 
due to what we can do of our ves, 
an 
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2nd therefore relying wholly on Chry. 
We muſt not look for any Pardon, but 
what ChriſP's Blood hath purchaſed, 
nor any fellowſhip and communion with 
Gcd, but what Chriſt doth by his inter- 
ceſſion obtain for us. 

We muſt take him for our, Prophet, 
to teach, direct, and guide us,-'and, to 
adviſe and counſel us. We are naturally 
1znorant of God, and our felves, and 
the things which moſt of all concern us ; 
and we cannot get a ſound and perfect 
knowledg of them, but by his inſtra- 
tion, who is the great Revealer of 
them, even Jeſus Chriſt- as Propher. 
Thoſe who will receive Chriſt aright, 
mult learn to know ard Maes ts Lake his 
Voice and Dialect, that whenſaever they 
hear it, they may follow fazm, John 10. 
4. Chriſt is the Truth, the Way, and 
the Life ; and there is no coming to, or 
knowing of the Father, but by him, 
John 14. 6. We muſt take him for. our 
great Teacher ; .we mult be willing to 
teara whatever- he ſhall inſtrud us in, 


and embrace and receiye every. direction: 


he ſhall give us, | 


Conſider therefore with. yout ſelves, 
whcther it be thus with. you :- Whether 
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you have ſincerely given up your ſelves | 
to his Government, do willingly ſubmit 
to his Laws, do chearfully conſent that 
he ſhould rule over you ? Do you de- 
pend only on his Sacrifice and Merits ? 
and do you rejoice in his Light * Do 
you receive him as a Maſter, a Father, 
2 Brother, a Friend ? &c. And do you 
demean your ſelves to him in all the Du- 
ties and Offices of your Relations, as 
by the Obligations ariſing from ſuch Re- | 
lations, you are bound unto ? al. 1. 


6. Our receiving Chriſt into our 
Hearts, doth import our having a 
tranſcendent and extraordinary love for 
Chriſt. No Man is worthy to follow 
Chriſt, or be owned by him, that can- 
not deny himfelf, and take up his Croſs 
for his fake. Chriſt will not take up 
his abode in that Heart, which is pot 
entirely giyen up and reſigned to him. 
Our loving other things, either with an 
equal or a greater Love than what we 
' have for Chriſt, renders us wholly un- 
"fit to-enjoy him, -and deprives us of 
thoſe ſpecial Communications he would 
otherwiſe youchfafe unto us. When 
Chriſt comes to ys, and calls for admit- 
tance, 
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tance, he comes not like a Stranger to 
ſtay for a little while, but as a Friend, 
nay an Owner, to take up his fixed re- 
ſidence, and make his conſtant abode 


with us. A little outward Ceremony, __ 


and common Courteſy, doth ſuffice for 
the entertainment of ſach as make Vi- 
ſits accidentally, or for whom there 1s 
no yery great reſpect. But Love Is ne- 
ceſſary, that there may be a perſonal 
conſtant abode, and a mutual friendly 
converſe together. Chriſt muſt have 
our whole Hearts, he cannot endure a 
Rival. If we love other things, it mult 
be for his ſake, and in ſubordination to 
him, or elſe this will exclude him, and . 
evidence that we refuſe to receive 
him. 

Call your ſelves now to an account, 
and ſee whether your Hearts are free, | 
and diſengaged from all other things z 
or whether you are willing to receiy= 
Chriſt, according to this ſenſe of the 
Phraſe. Can you ſay, in ſincerity, Bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, my only and moſt beloved 
Saviour, herc is my whole Heart, 4 re- 
ſign it entirely unto thee * 1 deſire no 
greater, nor no other happineſs,” than 
that thou wilt be pleaſed to make it thy 
Temple, 
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Temple, the place of thy gracious Re- 
ſidence : It is my earneſt requeſt, and 
ſhall be my diligent endeavour, to have 
itcleanſed and made pure, from every 
AﬀeCction and inclination, which is any 
way contrary to thy-Purity and Holi- 
neſs. O, do thou be pleaſed to give in 
thy aſſiſtance ! diſpoſe and prepare my 
Soul to thy own mind ! and, bleſſed 
Lord, take full poſſeſſion of me, dwell 
in my Heart, and rule over my whole 
Man! Canſt thou truly ſay; Lord, 
Whom have I in Heaven but thee ? and 
there 1s none upon Earth ] deſire beſides 
thee, Pſal. 73.25. Do'ſt thou not de- 
fire to know any thing but Jeſus Chrift 
. aud him crucified? 1 Cor. 2. 2. Do'ſt 
thoy .love Chriſt more than all the 
World ? more than all thy Relations ? 
more than all thoſe things which are 
commonly eſteemed the great Endear- 
ments of this World, yea, more than 
Life it ſelf ? Like 1.4. 26. Jeſus Ckrift 
15-very precious unto them who believe, 
-1-Pet.2.7, Now, canſt thou, for the 
fake of Chrift, deny thy Lufts, thy 
Self, thy beſt and moſt re! igious Per- 
formances ? Canſt thou live for Chriſt, 
and canit thou ſuffer, yea, die for 
Chrilt 2 
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Chriſt? and 1s Chriſt above all in thy 
Heart ? 


Thus you have ſome Ittle account 
what kind of reception It 15 the Lord 
Jeſus doth call for, or what our recerv- 
ing Chriſt doth import. It would be too 
oreat a digreſſion here, to inſiſt on fach 
Conſiderations as are proper to evince 
tt to be our Intereſt, and that we are 
under indiſpenſible Obligations to- yield 
up our ſelves in this manner unto him- 
Much might be ſaid to this purpoſe, from 
the Excellencies of our Saviour, how 
precious he ts in himſelf, how-wonder- 
ful in his Condeſcenſion unto us, and 
what unvaluable Benefits and Advanta- 
ges do accrue unto Believers from 

- Chriſt, &c. But having on other Oc- 
caſions diſcourſed of thefe Matters more 
diſtintly, I waye the conſideration of 

- them now, haſtning to what Fpromiſed - . 
to take notice of in the third place : 
Only by the way we may obſerve, there 

t * 1$not any thing implyd in what I have 

' faid concerning our receiving of Chriſt, 

which can 1n the leaſt conntenance our 
refuſal, or juſtly diſcourage vs from 
complying wih hs Calls and Entreaties. 

And. 
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And what ſhall the Eternal God, our 
oely Saviour, importune us with all ear- 
neſtneſs, and we harden our ſelves as 

ain{ſt him, reſiſt and rejett him ! in do- 
ing ſo, we ſhall be uncivil, ungrateful, 
to the higheſt degree impious againſt 
God, inhumane and barbarous to our 
power againſt Chriſt, and actually ſo to 
our own Souls; we ſhall be guilty of all 
that*s Evil, of all that can deſerye an 
hateful, an ignominious, reproachful 
Name. 

Indeed, if Mens ordinary practices 
did not fully and undeniably evidence, 
that they have no real value for Chriſt, 
and that they do ſtubbornly refuſe to 
cloſe with his Calls, we might, when 
meditating on this Subject, be very apt 
to imagine and conclude, that none 
could be ſo undutiful, or fo forgetful 
of themſelves, or ſo fooliſh, ſo di- 
Rractedlp-fond and ambitious of Dam- 
TRYOn, As to purchaſe it, by a ſtubboxn 

hardening themſelves againſt the power- 
fi Feonate perſwaſi ons of the Son 

God, and a cantemptuous deſpcteful 

throwing the gracious Offers, the very 
Blood and tendereſt Mercies of a loving, 


BIS Diyine Saviour, back in- 
- to his own Face. But 
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But alas ! People every where, give 
too many and too frequent Demonſtra- 
tions, in the courſe of their Lives, of 
their diſaffeftion to Chriſt, and how 
little influence his Love hath on them. 
For this is certain, where Jeſus Chriſt _ 
doth reſide by his gracious Preſence, 
there will be a vigorous and active Prin- 
ciple of Grace and Holineſs, which will 
manifeſt it ſelf in the outward Conyer- 
fation. When Chriſt- is received jato 
the Heart, doth ſettle his Abode there, 
and doth command and govern there, 
that Perſon with whom 1t is thus, will 
be poſleſſed with fuch a liyely workin 
Principle of Purity, Rizhtecaſnefs,and 
Goodneſs, as will have a moſt powerful 
influence on all the parts of his' Life. 

It is indeed a very deplorable thing, 
that amongſt: ſo many pretenders to 
Chriſtianity, with which the World 
doth abound, is even thrang'd and 
crowded, there ſhould be ſo few who 
give any ſerious, real attendance to the 
Voice of Chriſt, whogiye any tolerable 
diſcovery, that they haye opened: their 
Hearts to receive him. 
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[I]. Let us now therefore, in the third 
place, enquire after ſome of thoſe lets 
and hindrances, which keep our Hearts 
ſhut againſt Chriſt. Many might be men- 
tioned. but I will only take a brief no- 
tice of theſe few. 


1. Carnal Pride, and Spiritual Self- 
conceitedneſs. People are generally ve- 
Ty unwilling to believe their condition 
ſo bad and helpleſs. as naturally it is. 
It goes againſt Mens Spirits and Sto- 
machs, to think ſo meanly of them- 
ſelyes, as not to be able to do any thing 
to recover, ſecure, and fave themfelves. 
They would fain find ſome prop or other 
is themſelves tolean upon. Indeed they 
woutd be their own Phyſicians, and their 
Inn Saviours ; and are very difficaltly 
driven out of their carnal ſelfiſh Conh- 
dence. They. will either pleafe them- 
ſelves with an opinion that they have 
no Wound; or if they muſt own that, 
they will fnd a Plaifer for it at Home, 
they cannot in this caſe endure to go 
abroad for help. Corrupt Nature is 
very proud ; we are hardly brought to 
deny our Selves, and to think ſo meanly 
of our Selves, our Works, our Perfor- 
mances, 
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mances, onr religious Duties, as to be 
willing to be faved purely by free Grace. 
We would fain have ſome ſhare 1n this 
great Work our ſelves, we would have 
our own Wings to carry us to Heaven 3 
Art leaſt,: we would have our. own 
Works, and- Religions Performances,.to 
have ſome portion of the Glory. Men 
woukd be contented to have Chriſt's 
Hand and Arm to help them out of the 
Ditch, provided they may come out 
with ſome credit; that though there 
was a fall, and ſome dirt in the caſe, yet 
yigor-and ſtrength-continued, .and they 


were” able, with a very little help, to 


recover themſelves. Their Power ( as 
they will have it ) was ſufficient, . they 
only wanted a Staff or Cord to hold by, 
that ſo they might exert that ability-and . 
ſtrength they had in themſelves. | 
As Pride &id. at firſt put Man upon 
aſpiring to be as God, ſa now it doth 
tempt him to uſurp the Honour belong- 
ing to the Son of God. Man would be 
his own Saviour, yea, his own God. 
He cannot endure to ſtoop, to drink of 
the Waters of Life. But as God and 
AMammon, Light and Darkneſs, fo _ 
an 
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and carnal proud Self cannot dwell and 
agree together. 

When the Goſpel was firſt preached 
about-in the World, it was pride and 
ſelfiſhneſs which did moſt oppoſe it, and 
reſiſt Chriſt, Rom. 10. 3. They were 
all for cſtabliſhing their own Righte- 
-ouſneſs. When the Chriſtian Religion 
was firſt recovered from the Superſti- 
tions and Darkneſles which had long 
overſpread it, the Reformation began 
inreftifying Mens Judgments and Minds 
about this Matter, of the inſufficiency 
of our own Works, and the abſolute 
meceſlity of the Righteouſneſs and Merits 
of Jeſus Chrifſt. - 


The h:gh and lofty God, will dwell with 


none but thoſe who are ef bumble and con- 
erite Spirits, Iſa. 57. 15. AsSlong as we 
pleaſe our ſelves with fancying we 
have no need of Chriſt, we have a ſuf- 
ficiency in our ſelves, and can do well 
enough without him, we fhall never at- 
tend with due care to his Voice, nor 


faithfully receive him into our Hearts: 


We are apt to think our ſelves rich and 
gncreaſed with Goods, and that we have 
no need: of any thing without us, and 
are 
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are very difficyltly perſwaded, that we 
are wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked, and therefore we 
flight Chriſt, and ſhut him out of oor 
Hearts, Rev; 3.17. There 1s noroom 
for Chriſt, in a proud ſelf-conceited 
Heart. | 


2. Infidelity or Unbelief, doth keep 
the Heart ſhut againſt Chriſt. Herein 
conſiſts our non-acceptance of Chrift. 
Notwithſtanding the Lord Jeſus hath fo 
many Witneſles, and explains. himfelf 
to us ſo fully, yet do we light and re- 
jet him: And whence is all this, but 
from our not diligently attending to his 
Inſtruion, nor underſtanding and con- 
ceiving aright of what he doth propoſe 
to us; not weighing and conſidering 
ſeriouſly the Evidence of things recom- 
mended to us ; not truly and really af- 
ſenting to the Truths of Chriſt ? Peo- 
ple content themſelves with empty No- 
tions, and a faſhionable Profeſſion, with- 
out any real, firm perſwaſion of the 
Particulars they pretend to own. Did 
we really and firmly aſſent to,or believe 
the Doftrines concerning Chriſt, his 
Perſon, Natures, Offices, Promiſes, 
Laws, 
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Laws, ©e, contained in the New Te- 
ſtament, we ſhould be thereby influen- 
ced 'to a holy, faithful, entire recum- 
bency of -Soul on Chriſt, and to a vigo- 
rous active conformity to his Laws, and 
following of his Example. If there be 
no difference betwixt us, and Turks or 
Heathens, but only that we call our 
ſelves - by another Name, and ia- word 
pretend to another Religion, we do not 
really believe : For Faith, if real, will 
influence our Aﬀections and Lives, pro- 
Portionably to the Degree of our Af- 
ſent, the Nature and Tendency of the 
Truths we do believe, and the Senſe 
we have of our concernment in them. 

It is the great Fault of People pre- 
tending to Religion, and enjoying means 
of Inſtruction, that they do not take a 
becoming care to get their Minds poſ- 
ſelſed with right and ſound. Notions of 
the Truths and Doctrines they profeſs 
to own. They do not conlider what 
Grounds and Evidences they have, for 
their yielding aſſent to the Doctrines 
they profeſs; they do not labour afid 
endeayour, and ſtrive to get the Cha- 
racters of Divine Truths deeply im- 
printed with their full Ligat and Power 

on 
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on their Hearts. And how can it 0- 


therwiſe be expected then, but that 
multitudes ' ſhould prove meer Hypo- 
crites and Formalilts ? It js Unbelief 
that blinds our Minds, that we fſce no 
beauty or lovelineſs in Chriſt ; it 1s this 
that turns away our Hearts from Chriſt, 
renders us uncapable of receiving any 
ſaving benefit from Chriſt, which: har- 
dens and ſears oyr Conſciences, makes 
them unſenlible, and locks and bolts our 
Hearts againſt Chriſt. See 1/a. 53. 2, 3. 
Heb. 3.12. Fohn 1. 11, 12. Mat.13.58. 
Rom. 1.20422,2 3» 


3. Worldly-mindedneſs keeps the Heart 
ſhut againſt Chriſt. When we expect 
too much from the World, 2nd theſe 
lower Enjoyments, do ſet our Hearts 
exceſlively on them, preſs after, pur- 
ſue and ſeek for earthly Things, with 
too much vehemence and earneſtneſs, 
we, of courſe, grow unmindful of, and 
unconcerned for Chriſt, and our Souls, 
Heaven and Spiritual Matrers. The 
Things of the World do devour our 
Strength, and drink up all our Spirits-: 
yea, they beget in us, not only a Tegard- 
leineſs of Spiritual Things, but a cor- 

| tempt 
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tempt of, and oppoſitioa againſt they, 
| Kitow ye not, that the Friendſhip of the 
World is Enmity with God : whoſoever 
therefore will be a Friend of the World, it 
the Enemy of God, Jam. 4. 4. ſee 1 John 
2.15. Alas! when Mens Hearts are ſer 
upon the World, what will they not 
venture for it ? They venture Chriſt, 
_ and Heaven, and Soul, and all that is 
truly precious. This worldly-minded- 
neſs, makes the Word and Truths of 
Chriſt to be of no eſteem and value 
with vs, this makes them of no uſe to 
vs, makes us that we reap no benefit 
from them, Matth. 13. 22. How ma- 
ny who have made a fair ſhew in the 
Fleſh, have ſeemed to make fair Offers 
for Chriſt, have fallen off as ſoon as 
ever they have been tried- as to this 
Point ! ſee Matth. 19.22. Thelove of 
this preſent World, choak'd and de- 
ſtroyd Demas, 2 Tim. 4. 10. What 
a curſed influence - had the love of the 
World on Faxdes, when he adventured 
on that villanous piece of Treackery, to 
betray and fell his Lord and Maſter, 
the Son- of God, for thirty pieces of 
Silver ! 

| 4. Love 
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4. Love of carnal ſenſual Pleaſures. 
We read of ſome who are lovers of 
Pleaſures more than lovers of God, 2 Tim. 

. 4. Off fome who make their Belly 
their God, Phil. 3. 19. Now, fuch as 
have devoted themfelves to their Luſts;. 


and are wholly enflaved to their Pkea- 


ſures and ſenſual Delights, are -wholly 
indiſpos'd and unfit to bid Chriſt wel- 
come. There muſt be a great change 
wrought in them; - before they can re- 
ceive and entertain Chriſt. Tt is -not 
meet to bring a Perſon of Honotir and 
Quality into a Room that is full of Vomit 
and loathſom filthineſfs and ſtench : Such 
a Perſon will not be entertained and 
treated in a Swine-ſtye : and the Heart 
of him that wallows in his ſinful Plea- 
ſures is no better. That Soul where 
Chriſt will dwell, muſt be cleanfed from 


| all thoſe fleſbly Laſts which war againſt the 


Soul, Rom. 13. 14. And as fuch a 
Heart is very unfit for Chriſt; ſo there 
15 much malignity in it againſt Chrift. 
Who greater Enemies to Chriſt, and 
who fo bitter againſt his Ways, his 
Laws, his Word, his Government; thifi 
thofe who do wholly addift themſelves 


to 
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to the ſenſual gratifying of all their 
carnal Appetites,/ Deſires, and Inclina- 


tions ! .It they may not.epjoy their ſwi- 


niſh Luſts, . without. any- moleſtation.and 
reproof from Chriſt .and, his - Word, 
they will either, with the Gadarens, de- 
{ire them to be gone,or elſe more rudely 
attempt to thruſt and torce them out of 
their Quarters. 


5. Cherilhing any'/particular Luſt or 
Sin in our Hearts, and ſuftering it to 
have a predominant relgning. Power 
over us. Though we ſeem to reject and 
caſt from us many of our former Vices, 
and to deny our ſelves 1n- ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces, in which. we did before allow our 
ſelves a greater liberty, yet it we yield 
up our ſelves Subjects to any one Sin, 
though we do it never ſo cunningly and 
ſecretly, we do thereby bid Chrilt deft: 
ance,and renounce his Rule and Govern- 
ment. over us. If a Man make his Ad- 
dreſles to one he defires to have a conju- 
gal friendſhip and familiarity with ; if 
that Party have preingaged her ſelf 
faithfully to' another Perſon, this 1s a 
more effeCtual Impediment.to his admiſ- 
ſion, than if. he had, a multitude of 

3 | Rivals. 
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Rivals.” If MILL. -any one Luſt io 
our-Boſotn, ind: ſuffer 'it toxule there, 
it will as certainly = Chriſt out.of 
our- Hearts, as if wE"did allow- our 
ſelves in-a- greater number of Sins. - If 
we -were-'only- haunted--by ' Sin, 'belea= 
guer'd and ſer yponz> courted- and folli- 
cited;- though by hundreds of Lufts, the 
caſe would not be Yeſperate we niight; 
it may bez ſooner liſten to Chriſty than 
to any of them: - but when we cloſe 
with-any Luſt, ſubmir'our- ſelves to Its 
Power, take it into our'Heart; 'and-en 
throne and crown it there, chuſing and 
preferring it before- Chriſt, "then s-6ur 
caſ2'dangerous indeed, though we ſeem 
to reject and offer. ſome indiznity- to 
thoſe other Luſts and Vices that'w&e 
ſuing for entertainment, but did: not 
fait ſo-well with'qur: Humor and-Pancy, 
as that did which: we' have ſurrendre# 
ouf ſelves unto.  *- | oh 
: Too many do* pretend- to -receiys 
Chriſt; 'and-yet' exclude him this"wayy 
They. are deſcribed, Zeph,5'r. 557 That 
ſivear byrhe- Lordz aid that | ſnerct by rs 
cham ;, xhar{ is, "they. profeſs friendihigg 
and- ſubjetion, ' add obedicnce: unto 
Lan 'F God 
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God:;: and bind themſelves! herennto, 
_— o& G ties that; can be deviſed, 
Ars horney rus and ' faithful to hin 

alone, and yel png they ſwear 
to Malcham; + e. they ſwear in the 
ſawe manner, -and-deyote themſelves by 
Qath to; be true to. oloch. , Take heed 
you .do:;not entertain; indulge; or. ſt; 
yp any Luſtin-your Hearts, though ne-+ 
ver ſo privately, for.-if you do, ;this 
will keep Chriſt out, -and.'5ow, will be 
mo ; 6 "may as hoe who did 


-WV. Wear: ROW, in 50 Gurth place, 
to enquire why Jeſus Chriſt doth uſe 
{o much i cw with Signers to ac- 
Pt: oh him 2. 


I .Chrilt doth: uſe this carneſt- 


neſs with 1s, asthoygh he Rood in any 
need of us. It is not to; acquire ' any 


—_ or - benefit th elf from 
our: ſakes, and: frur good 
ahar May-\reap, 'thoie ' Sats OI 
which \ from! 


: cor He is. abſolntely perfect, Ao 
; oth noL.need 407 bhing from.us. Ab le is 


wil: 
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Gad; be was eternally bleſſed beforewe 
were..ini being-/; 1Ahd dfniwe. conſider 
him avMab,; the:humdne Natude'ts wn- 
conceivably : bleſted;::in that perſonal 
Union it is admitted unto with the Di- 
vine. - "Thoſe glatious Diſcoveries which 
are thadetabim,; thoſe-blefled Commu- 
nicdtions which.ars.imparted tothe hu- 
mane Nature,: and that -unintdligible 
intimacy there is betwixt the two Na- 
tures,. dp enrich bim as Man, with in- 
compreheafible fatisfaftions and. felici- 
TIES. . 2D! \ 1 SIT. | BE . 
| Indeed, af we .cenſider-Chouſt with 
reference:to:the Relation lie bears to Be- 
hevers, and'the:nymber of God?s Elect, 
ard howtis MyRicab Body-1s not com- 
pteat, till the whole; number-be._effectu- 
ally called 'and brought: together nato 
him; wes may: perceive ordething) there 
which may ſomewhat illuſtrate his-car- 
neſtnefs in importuning Sinners to. com- 


ply with his gracious Offers, for herein 
we' take notice of cthimiin the execution 
of. his-Otfice. ' | And for this very end it 


Is, : ampngſt' others, that he hath; a 

pointed deveral' Offices: in -his[ Church, 

Epheſ. 4. 11, 12, 13+ | But what. we are 
1073 F 2 chiefly 
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chiefly to refer'this/earneſtneſs and im- 
Portunity, -unto what we may impute-it 
to, with :greateſt ſafety and:afſurance, 
13 divine, tree, 'and undeſerved Love. 


., 2. He doth nbt: uſe this-earneſtneſs 
with Sinners, [as:though:he:eonld: not 
procure: himſelf'!: admittarice - without 
their concurrehce: 'God ordinarily re- 

quireth our concurrence, -even as to - 
thoſe : Inſtances wherein he ' doth moſt 
wonderfully: diſplay and . magnify the 
Riches. of his Grace towards us ; not 
as -if we'our: ſelves-were to. have the 
greateſt:hand. in the Work; or that It 
could not'be effected, unleſs we did ex- 
ert our ſtrength for that purpoſe. . But 
becauſe he will deal with us as with ra- 
tional Creatures.” He [wHl;not-force 
and drive ,Men into: Heayen: and Hap- 
Pineſs aginſt. their: wills... He- proceeds 
in ſuch a:way as 1s moft:proper to work 
upon. our reaſonable. Faculties ; and he 
makes uſe of (ther for the perfecting 
of: what - he: deſigns. : 'He .doth 'ordina- 
rily. make. uſe. of rational: Expedients 
with Men ; and if. theſe prove unſuc- 
cesful, thoſe Perſons are for their 1n- 
| excuſable 
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inexcufable obſtinacy. andiſtubbornneſs, 
juſtly rejetted, 2 Theſ.2.11,12. 

TheLord Jefys Chriſt hath the Key of 
David, he openeth and wo., Man ſputorhs 
Rev. 3. 7... He tath power Sver all 
Hearts; and. can command - admittance 
when: he pleaſeth, but he thinks fir, to 
uſe imporcunity, and, to proceed * ink 
ſuch a way as is molt ſuitable unto. our. 
NArores, .And hedoth. thus  -_-. 


 * Toteltify,. with the cet haves 
and evidence, his wonderful great Love 
to Sinners,. how: ready . and williog-he 
is to fave them ;, He, mi fay to ;Sin- 

$,. at the buſt ag "ty give hims 
Te he s Globe aud- let the 
ane Ws tenc. an. tt ts bh. 'B t when he 
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bvrty themfelves to Hell jn defpite 6f 
all his Leve'! mT and wilftl 
Wretch,* what canft thou opoſe to 
thy far," it re ing and" "ihe from 
the ' tentiers” of thy Saviour's ove? 


- Canſt thou think tb Tweeten and indear 


Damnation to' thee, by preferring it 
before Life ? The whole Work of Re- 
detption and Salvation is founded oft, 
and ſprings 'Frott!t' Eove ;- Every Patlage 
belonging to it, is a moſt great and 
| pregnabt deinohR fatto 6f Love. And 
if a-very particular; 'tvea ſenſible nan- 
' hers. doth guy Blefſed Saviour diſcover; 
manife, . and. ve the cexctetin 
dirs (ar Ny : Indo his Love, 
& earn kratlate''v 

Sinners for pmictes 


- © $; Thit A obſtinate and impeicen 
rejecters © Soni, and Grace, tha 


ner Fons Eh 
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ever «that he will 'nov be pre- 


vailed y Chrift, hot all his in- 
Freatits” th Terjotthice and foffake Giri 
wilt” ateds” "ma Tery” rw an 


dreadful- 
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dreadful ſtate. Wheit the Lord Jeſus 
ſhall come to Judgment, what will 'that 
miſerable Wretch do ? Sinner! thow 
wilt not have one' word-to ſay in thy 
own defence : 'Thon muſt ſtand alto- 
niſhed;, full of ſhanie and confuſion, ſi 
lent and dumb, without any Apology 
and Excoſe. Nay, (how londly- wilt 
thou then complain'/againſt, and upbraid 
and - reproach thy; felf, for thy 'paſt 
contempt, and mad refuſing of offered 
Grace and Mercy !' How unmerdfuly 
and cruelly, to thy own unfpeakable 
vexation, wilt thou'then roar forth'thy 
wo thy approaching jalt Damng- 

On. 94.4 £@ *Y _ 
Some may think to'make' Apologies 
for themſelves, 'and-pretend they were 
tznorant, they had not the Means, the 


elps, 'the Opportunittes others had, - 


otherwiſe they would not have done as 
they did. But thouRtibborn'refuſer of 
Chriſt, whoſoever thou art, know thok - 
for a certainty, thy Mouth will be 6p. 
ped, The Lord Jefſas will tell thee ts 
thy Face, before Angels, Men, and De. 
vils, that thou art that wickeed Wretch 
with whom he was Alta long, and 

4 with. 
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with ſo much. earneſtneſs, but all in 
vain. Jngrateful contemptuous Sin- 
ner! I did not only ſhed my Blood, and- 
pour out my -Soul unto death for thee, 
but I condeſcended to treat more, parti- 
cularly with [thy ſelf; I tendered thee 
all this Happineſs and Glory ; I did 
entreat and perſwade, and beſeech thee 
toentertain me, and accept of 'the Be- 
nefits, and Priviledges, and. Mercies, 
the Graces, Felicities, and Inheritan- 
ces, purchaſed by my ſpotleſs and pre- 
cious. Blood ; I pleaded many Argu- 
ments with thee; Iurged ſuch and ſuch 
Conliderations to thy Soul and Con- 
ſcience ; I did thus, not once, or twice, 
but for 15 many, Years together, ſo of- 
ten, ſo earneſtly, by ſo many and ſuch 
various means, but thou wouldſt not 
hear my Voice, thou didſt not open the 
Door. to me, thou didſt finally reſolve 
to-keep thy. Heart ſhut againſt me. If 
thou-hadit hearkened to me, and. re- 
ceived, me into thy Heart, I would have 
made all my Promiſes good to thee, 
thou ſhouldſt have been for ever in this 
Bleſſed and Holy Society,inheriting that 


Glory and Happineſs, thoſe who did 
c receive 


"00 5 5 ”s W_ "oo "0 ITY 


(105 ) 

receive me are entred into; i.But what,, 
thou ungraceful-wicked. Sinner , 'Self- 
deſtroying wilfyl Wretch, - caoſt thou 
now expect at my Hands ! Haſt thou 
any thing to obje&t why [: ſhopld not 
denounce. and - make;good my Grmperly 
declared Threatnings againſt thee ! 

r, miſerable, confounded En 

filent wilt-thouu- ſtand. ! Whither 

wi't -chou.-fiak under all the horrible 
miſgivings of thy own Soul, and the in» 
ſupportable / terrifying Accuſations , 
Re rg and. Laſhes. of thy | enrar 

guilty, Conſcience | andthe weight 
= terror of all: that. fearful Deſtruci 
on,.and dreadful Condemnation which 
is juſt coming upon thee ! - How will the 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtice of the Sen- 
tence which. ſhall be paſt ppon thee, be 
approved, owned, and. witnelled unto, 
byzallthat ſhall be thers Spettators,boub 
Angels,'Men, and Devils ! 

The. Lord Jeſus will. remove out of 
the way, all ſhew and appearance of 
excafe.. . His pleading with us -atpre- 
ſent; if, we: receive ym not, will. pt 


_ dreadful, Witneſs, and will make. x 
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#0 Clank for 4btiv Sit, Johirn 5; 22: | 


V. Laſtly, we are, in the laft place 
to make ſditic Application of what hath 
been diſcourſed. Andy! it / | 


!. We hente leah where 'Men nuft 
charge their own Deſtyuttion.: You ſee 
how willing and ready God and Chrift 
are, thit you ſhould - be ſaved. How 
earneſtly they entreat you to accept of 
Life, 'to fly- fron Wrath, and: eſcape 
Dajnation 5 "Tread" Endk.-13. 41; 32. 
Eztk; 33. 11.' 1 Fim. 2.4 It is your 
own wilfoineſs and obſtinacy which muſt 
bear the blame. Men would fain charge 
God, ot Chriſt;'6r afiy thing with there 
deftrudtion; byt:themialyes. Bat ale! 
their Gullt will fot! be ſo eafly Hifted 
'off, they themſtives are the tfolt; if1iot 
only, faulty. '' God and Ghrift, ds as 
much as we-can modeſtly, as we can 
reaſonably deſire for opr welfare- They 
do trot” take” any pleafore in dur tuiliss 
they,offet Mercy, and witrent us tis at 
- geptit- Anpels they m—_ 
ex 


2Y bc np? I ry 
ſer for our good z good Miniſters, and 
good People, deſire and labour all they 
can to prevent ' our Condemnation. 
Alas ! none but wicked Men and Devils 
are pleaſed with,or dare knowingly help 
forward our Ruin and Damnation. But _ 
we our ſelves are the principal Cauſes. ' 
and Authors of our own eternal unhap- 
pineſs, Hof. 13. 9. We keep Chriſt 
out of our Hearts, we will not liſten to- 
his Calls, nor attend unto his Voice ; 
we will not go to him that we may have 
Life ; nor, we will not entertamn him,. 
when he comes himſelf unto us and of- 
fers us Life. We- reſiſt his Motions, 
and oppoſe him in all-the Inſtances'of - 
his Love. And what can we'then ex- 
pect, but that he ſhould finally reject 
and diſown us ? lk 


: -2, We may hence obFerve the great 
Tenlleſmeſs and ſtupidity Ven atre/gene- 
Tally involved in. O ! how hard and 
inſenſible is Man's Heart naturally? how 
do Peopke live, evefi niider the Adminis 
Kratioh- of the” Goſpel; as if they hi 
76 Souls, hor any Concerns reliiting' t& 
wother Workl: v6 atrend-unto !' They 
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mind not Chriſt, nor do they take any 
care to have their Hearts prepared for 
him. People are ſoon apprehenſive of 
temporal, corporal Dangers ; but tho 
their Souls are every. minute in danger, 
and Chriſt 1s calling to, and warning 
them, ſetting before them their hazard, 
and counſelling them to:come to him, 
that they may be ſafe and ſecure, how 
dely and uncorcernedly do they ſit, and 
.take no notice at all of what is ſaid ? 
O how hard muſt thoſe Hearts needs 
be, which will not, by all the Rheto- 
rick, Eloquence, AﬀeCction, and Ear- 
neftnefs of rhe Son of God, be wrought 
On, prevailed with, or won over to a 
ſerious conſideration of another ſtate ! 


3. This ſhould encourage the Mini- 
ers of Jeſus Chriſt, to hold on pa- 
tiently in theUiſcharge of their Work, 
in earneſt importunate beſeeching Sin- 
Ners to. be reconcited unto.God, and ac- 
cept of Chriſt, It is indeeda great diſ- 
couragement, when a Man labours for 
aought, and when for his -earneſtneſs 
and heartjneſs jn his Work, he is fligh- 
$ed, reproached, and |abuſcd. in; the 
baim World. 
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. World. And indeed, Miniſters find it 


hard to keep up their Spirits, and goon 
unweariedly in an uninterrupted renew- 
ing of their - affeftionate Entreaties, 
when they long percewe the Word 
trampled under-foot, and the moſt ſe- 
rious teſtimonies of ſpiritual; fervent 
deſire of 'Mens Salvation, defpiſed and 
nick-named. Miniſters :are too: prone 
to deſpond, and to be dejected, when 
their Labours and Endeayonrs continue 
long without Succeſs, when they ſee 
Men remain as ſtubborn, and'as violent 
oppoſers of Chriſt, after Inſtru&ion,, 
Warnings, and + multiplied vehement 
Entreaties and Perfwaſions, as:they were 
before. It is heartleſs, nay, it is af- 
fliting, and exceeding grievous to the * 
Soul and Spirit of a true Goſpel-Mini- 
ſter, to have occaſion to cry out, Whe 
bath believed our Report'* and:ta whom 1s 
the Arm of the Lordrevealtd? Ia.” 53.1. 
But this ſhould not diſcourage, or make 
us deſiſt one jot from our moſt yigorous 
Importunity. For. ; belides that, Our 


- Judgment is withthe Lord, and our Wark, 
or, Recompence, # with oxr God, If, 


49. 4+ 
We 
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We have much —_—_— ment, and 
obligation too, to perſiſt, from the Ex- 
- ample bf our Bleſled Maſter. If Chriſt 
himſelf doth wait long, and uſeth one 
Argument after another with Sinners, 
. hould not we, who are but his Servants 
_ and Meſſengers, ſent to plead his Cauſe 
with Sinners, imitate hun both in Pati- 
ENEE and [mportunity ? ? 


4+ This may jaſtly incourage poor 
Sinners to come to Chriſt, and to be 


-eatneſt ahd . importunate in their Ad- 


Ho to the Thrane of Grace. If the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt do condeſcend thus to 
-entreat' and beſeech Sinhers to receive 
him, no doubt but he will- very gra- 
cioully accept of,. and receive-thoſe who 
.do come unto him; conſalt 4227. 1 1. 28, 
fs. 5 5.15243- Hoſerq@1,2- 
A returning Sinner, is the welcomelt 
Gueſt to Jeſus Chriſh. What joy doth ſuch 
an one occaſion in Heaven ! with what. 
fatisfation did the Father receive and 


eatcrtain the returnin fag @r how. - 


tio the glorious" ukd- - Spirits: g- 
"dove rgoice, ant ſing; for: gladneſs, 
_= a Sinnes forſakes his yori Goarkes 
or 
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Courſes, ſeeks after, and returns unte 
his Saviour, and fincerely clofeth with 
and embracth him ? Avelg 1,55 4.111 

| And :as Chriſt -is impottunate with 
us, ſo he would have'vs to be-importo« 
| yate in our Applications unto him. He 
is very much pleaſed with our importy- 
tity at the \Thrane, of (Grace; { Whert 
we .infiſt on whit he: hath done; atd 
fuffered, 'when/we pleat his Officey/:anfl 
his Promiſes, ahd betome ſo earneſt and 
vigorans-in our Prayers: and vv peltlngss 
that we reſolve: we will not let him: 
tit} 'h&bleſſeth us: Her: fometammes hides 
his: Fazez and :{eems to:'withhokd: hs 
Ears from | gor Cries; but : at; 45s; that 
hereby he may awaken us from bur 
chillineſs and deadneſs in the Duty, try 
our. Love'to himdelt; and quicken [aac 
etgae vs to/ a greaterfervency: in! our 
gudrefles,.Nayyhe feems to:make thisa 
pre. 09 Pſy, en to/our conling Ry 
acceptably, 13. 124 


$5. IstheLord Jeſos; Chirilt ery impors 
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oppoſe him any longer, do-not delay to 
open unto bim, and give him that- re. 
ception-he* calls for. Are you in love” 
with Death ! will you reſolve to court 
Damnation as ſollicitouſly, and with as 
" much fervency, as you are entreated to 
accept of Chriſt and Salvation ? What | 
haſt thou,” Sinner, to- except againſt | 
Chriſt ? Why! wilt thou add' this, -of | 
ſturdy, inexcuſable,' and moſt hideous 
fruſtrating the higheſt deſign of Love, | £* 
in refuſing .to' accept of, and comply | { 
with.an-earneſt importunate Saviour, rs | 7 
all thy: other! Proybcations ?. Att» thou | 1 
afraid chou- ſhalt not ſink-loweoough | £ 
into the bottomleſs Pit; nor find ſorraw I 
and torment endugh in Hell, unleſs thy | Y 
contempt of Grace, and deſpiling iof | f! 
Chriſt, may add weight to thy fotmes | f! 
Guilt, and make::the ungquenchable in» | 1! 
fernal Flames more ſcorching,; and/tq- | ”: 
prey. on "thee with: greater: veherfence 
and fury ! Sinner, Hell-will be'direfully |} 5! 
black and terrible, the infernal Tor- 
ments. will 'infipportably- aft ' and 
macerate 3 the: lots -of Heaven ,- and 
the gracious <preſence of--the-iPiving hs 
Majeſty,” will be inexpteſlibly wg | 
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and confounding, will fill with unſuffe- 
rable .remorſe and horror, when they 
ſhall. appear to be the Fruits of Mens 
wilfulneſs and choice. Exerciſe reaſon 
therefore once in thy Life, and hearken 
to Advice; Do not be amount 
plunge thy ſelf into the utmoſt depth o 
Divine Indignation and Fury, by offer- 
ing the moſt provoking contemptuous 
Affront to the Riches. of. God's Grace 
and Love: for, fancy thou, .thy Pa- 
tience, Strength, and Courage, to:be 
never ſo great and invincible, yet the 
leaſt meaſure of Damnation wall pre» 
ſently baffle and triumph over them : 
It will ſoon weary thee out, fill thee 
with ſuch. horrors, .andextort and force 
from thee ſuch: dreadful howlings. and. 
ſhreiks, as will fully manifeſt - thy 
Impatience is boundleſs, and thy Miſe+ 
ry remedileſs. 
Sinner! why wilt thou reje& the 
gracious Offers which thy Saviour, makes 
thee ? Why wilt thou deny him admit- 
tance, when he tenders thee Himſelf, 
and all his Benefits ? - What better, 
what more deſirable Gueſt canſft, thoy 
have ? Whether; doſt,thou think it hy 
3 er, 


. - C889): | 
ter, thy Heart ſhould be Full of filthy 
Uiabolical Suggeſtions, © and - notſom 
Lufts ; or that thy Soul ſhould be the 
Temple of 'God, and be beautified 'and 
enriched 'with a} ſorts of 'Graces' and 
Divine'Diſpoſitions ? ['# "i 

What is it then that keeps Chriſt out 
of thy Heart ? What is it that makes 
thee unwilling to yield to thy Saviour's 
ny prodnce thy - ſhadowy 
yain preteii&s, and ſee how thou de+ 
Itdeft thy felf ! 'Canſt thou value the 
Wealth and Riches of the World 
more than the So of God, who priz'd 
thee at ſuch a rate, as to lay down Iz 


Life for thee ! certainly thou doſt eſteem 


hem much above. their worth, and tin- 
thou FActify this Miſtake in a lits 
tletime, thou wilt make a very fooliſh 
bargain for thy felf. | 
'O ſtupid Sinner! awake, rouze up 
thy felf, ſhane' thy ſelf. out of thy 1n- 
capitancy,,* folly, falſeneFs and ingr= 


! Are 'the' tranfitory, empty , 


comterſeited pleaſures of Sin, of gre# 
ter value, ''ard more precious to ther, 
than thoſe Rivers, thoſe Oceans of r 
tranſcendent Etisfaftions and'del gn 
which 
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4 , 
which are in God's preſence, afd at 
his right Hand ! Can a periſhing are 
taifh, World aſſure thee 'of .better, and 

more * 3a entertaipmetit than, i fo 


L 441-4 


ndibints and raptures of Saints 6 
Angels to -be : preferred before all Hale 
groſs 'atid, fulſome .Diy' rering BS," CAT 
atid fooliſh Merf do' fo Tadly doat on 
Canſt thou think it better, and more 
rationally deſirable, to be a pry © on 
arth, than to. be like oNe of theh iN- 
lng glor orious Serapblats, in the 'Regiois 
Fight, and Peac oe d1oj? oY 


[t xtiou-any | the ept bony 
a ns hy Saviour x perch 


Doth' he invite thee to any thing that 
s unreaſonable ? doth he lay any by 

then on thee, which is inſupportable, 
or unto which he» not adminiſter 
ſtrength proportionable ? Thou canſt 
nat pretend\any thing of -all this z what 
he requires, is s al, obyiouſly reaſo- 
bable,, Juſt, 2 oor z. an ah een And 4% 
[- vr d; Jeſus cal ang, importune theg 

qa tend to the Tweeteſt Voice, _ 

rne 


-(116.) 
the moſt heavenly and raviſhing News 
that was ever made known : Do's he, 
who dwelleth inthe higheſt Heavens 
cotideſcend to entreat for an. abods 
with thee, that he may communicate 
Hintfelf, and his Riches and Benefits tg 
thee, in the freeſt and moſt friendlf 
manner, and wilt thou yet reject him! 
O, how great muſt thy Guilt needs be! 
what an aggravation will this be, bott 
of Oy rm a90 FLAW: and: Gala, 
tlon ! | 


But to help thee a little more to 
quicken, and to 'make ſome impreſſion 
on: thy AﬀeCtions, let me propoſe theſe 
few Queſtions, | and do thou, 
thy Duty - faithfully ih anſwering them 
to thy own Conſcience ſincerely, a 
Sk them imparrtially ori thy owl 
SOU 


CINE 


1 '- Oooh. 1-1l- 
©What art thoa without PIP ? Tc 


Sinner, whilſt thou art in thy Sins, y 
art no better. than an Epemy' to. 

great God of F Heaven .and Earth 3, 
| | v ey 


Deliverance ?-:- :: 


| (117 ) Y 
yery Fire-brand'-of Hell, Ephef. 2. 12. 
If-thon hadft the. Plague broke on'thee, 
or 'wert under any deſperate'-Diftem- 

r, how welcome would a-Phyſician 

to-thee, who could” infallibly cure 
and heal- thee? Nay, what: ſpeed 
wouldſt” thou” make 'in -enquiranig and . 
ſearching ont for ſuch an-one,” if thou 
couldſt hear of him ? "And 'what, ſhall _ 

thy Soul be under the worſt of Plagues, 
even the dominion of "thy Luſts and 
Sins? :Is thy condition ſuch, that thou 
artevery-minute -in' danger of havifi 
all:the 'Vials of God's Wrath pourec 
outupon' thee, and wilt thou ſtilÞ re- 
ject thy Saviour, and ſturdily: refuſe his 
help, when he only can adminiſter pro- 
per Remedies, and effect thy Cure and 
=:0 ew 37 $983 41 


Que Ins 1 hu 2g 


| What haſt thou to -truſt to, whilſt 


without Chriſt? - Alas 1: all/things*but 
Chriſt, are. broken, - petiſhing,” afflict- 
ing. Reeds; fuch Props,” as tf truſted 
to, will but deceive usy|and make our 
fall the | greater | and ©more- ruinous. 
| Alas, 


(149) 
Alas.Sinner.! if chqu kat all the World, 
Its Power, as] Wealth, its Glory ;''yea, 
if- chop; hadſt alj., the cunning. apd arty 
fice, of Hell roq, .theſe will not./ yield 
thes one jot. of comfort or | ſupply; 
when thy. Wang: ſhall be greateſt ang 
maſt.urgent- -O how ſad; was 4 with that 
poor Soul, that - having lang lighted 
Chriſt, ad [deſpiſed Grace, being at 
laſt brought, under the Laſhes and Av 
cafations of an- awakened condemning 
Conſaence,! could take no reft, receive 
ne: comfort, but was full of horror-and 
black. deſpair; . when bis: Friends ;and 
Attendants ſpake to him of, applauded 
him for, and preſented-before bim the 
Henours and Preferments' he: had abs 
taiped..in [the World, the Wealth ang 
Eſtate he was maſter of,- and: renjeas| 
bred him of his paſt Pleaſures, the 
things he was wont to, be moſt deligh- 
ted with, and endeayoured to divert 


T., -) =— Ao tenaom_s i- oa .Toc 5 4 Ys 


my bane, !theſe wound and! torment 
me | Lhefe-are not Chriſt + far' theſel 
PSA ventur'd|- 
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Cu@) -* 
yentur'd- and fald my-Soul;) I prefer= 
pL red then»abaye Chrilt. [Theſe inflamg 
ir | ay grief, theſe wound me tothe Hearts 
g| theſe imbitter and make my Lite a, bur+ 
z | then to. me; theſe kindls Hell in; my 
4 Soul, theſe weighand. link mp down4h 
toi the, bottomleG. Pic ! , I, have, no ſppd 
portat.all, nothing to truſt $0.. : ;Ehgre 
1s n00e but Chriſt, can do me good,;,ok 
yield me help; and it is hints I hays 
deſpiſed and lighted, whoſe Waunds; 
and whoſe. Love, cry. for Vengeapce: an 
gainſt me.;:. | i £08 O18 


> i113 ft _2ul3goth 1 
1 Qugſts 35) 


What wilt thou be able to. ſay' for 
thy ſelf at laſt, if thou ant without 
Chriſt ?; Come) Sinner! | thau--canſt 
talk, and be as unconcernet at- preſept 
as any; Man. Thon dareft, is may be 
now, to ſcorn Chriſt, ridicule and make 
ſport at his moſt folemn and affectionate 
Entreaties, and reyile'thoſe his Meſſen- 
af gers, who would perſwade thee to cloſe 

al With! his! gracious Qtfers; | Buy: this is 
not the way to Heaven: :\'' When-thoy 
1] fait appear: before the. great Tribovsl 

i ( 


=. 
of- the- moſt Juſt and Holy God, thou' 
wilt riot dare' to- repeat any of” thy op- 
probrious reproachfuk Expreſſions, thou 
wilt not be able to juſtify thy contemn- 
Ing of Chriſt. Their ſtate and condi=- 
tion will be -very dreadful, who ſhall 
be left to'plead their own Cauſe at the 
great! Day'df Judgment! -Be'as' great 
and- daring as thou':wilt at preſent; 
know thou, that more potent and -va- 
liant Perſons than thy ſelf, will then be 
covered- with ſhame; be full i of conſter« 
nation and horror, and not-Uarelitg 
open'their Mouths in their own vindi- 
cation. Didiſt-'thon+ never read nor 
hear of thoſe great and powerful, 
wealthy and honourable, couragious'and 
yaliant' Ones,” 'who ſhall icall to the 
Mountains to fall on therng and the!Hills 
to-!eover-: them, from the: Face and 
Wrath of _ Lander Rew. 6. 15 16 


_ 


— :  Quef. LEM 


: What: wilt” thoa "think: _ fn 


and what wilt: chou be willing to 1gint 
for an Intereſt in Chrit, at the'approach 


_ (121 ) 
of Death; ant! when thou muſt come 
before-the” Ju nt of- the Great 
God ? If Chrift-wilt-be s and 
defirable when thou ſeeſt Death and 
Hell naked before thee, — he 


ought Lc be of e's to F at on fon 


Deathera fatreft thee, : Nelors 

: wnder'-irs '{Froak; In hte 
how fag Days, or Hors God may 
fiy to' thee, Cotne, 'Sitiner, give up 
thy Account 7 1 ©, Sinner, whoerer thou 
gs be thy. Thoughts 'what' they will 

preſent, yet jf thou had - Worlds, 

ol thouſands'of 'Woflds at -thy af 
psſal, thou wouldſt gfadly and freely 
give and part with them all-at the great 
Day of Judgment _ the leaſt ſaving 
Interelt -in - Thrift. O,7 Sinner ! dot 
chou- know: what cit (is £6: leave the 
World with Sin: anPGuilt cleaving to 
thy Soul ? Doſt: "thou know what it is 
to die, and enter into Eternity, "with- 


out having thy Peace mide with God ?: 


Doſt thou know'what it* is to ſtand be- 
fore the Tribunal of an unreconciled 


_ andto have Chriſt ap <1 oo againſt 
Juſ 


» demanding. _ lice - againſt 


thee, 


: | ( I-22 ) 
thee, fg 4 bor refratory,con, 
remptuous, defpiling of, lm, and, _hig 
often tendred FIEIyGraces' 1; 5 to, 


Queſt. $5i-, x 
*S $i va «7 YoT&l -£ | (CJ 3, 
+ oWhat,d 10RS, Raye thoſe who 


arg now.an Hell, on: their haying fligh- 
ted. Chriſty, and Robbornly aod1 Qut 
againſt all hus-Entreaties ?-- Do any of 
thoſe things which they preferred A 
bove Chriſt,, when they were on Earth, 
afford them any real comfort ,? .  Haye 
they any abatement, of: their Pain. ang 
Torment, ;-byi jremembrjpg that. they 
purchaſed ſuch Pleaſures,..or amaſſed to 
themſelves oy Treaſures, Es, NY 
jecting and refuſing to comply. the 
gracious. Offers -the Gon of ol did 
make to them ? Alas, their rememvring 
of theſe things, doth..inflare Hell; the 
more z this . makes -/Dampation more 
- than ordinarily terrible; this makes x 
ſight of God and Chriſt amazipg' and 
dreadful to the utmoſt. degrge.;; [19 
conjder they ſold God, age Chriſt 
their Souls, and 'Heaven,: and -Happ 
m(ſ5, for ſuch Trifles, ſuch peritun, 


1 
/: 


oouGaundKdau added ond cOGMRECCDCSS_TORSE 


hey 


Jy 


8 2 bd IEEE] SF 


” 
o_ 


= 157 I} HY 4d 23 


(123) 
and unſatisfying things, - is beyond--all 
imagination rae andrafflicting. 
ON couldſt thou Tee” ms Damned 4n 
their Chains, = didſtr thow hear thar 
fareiks andi/howlings ;/ or wouldſt thou 
but: conſider how their miſery and. un- 
happineſs is heightned and increaſed by 
-eſpiſng- and making - lightr/'of 
Chriſt 7 What [thoughts wouldit thou 
eftertain ! how dre wouldſt thou 
sppreherid the rejecting of Chriſt to be, 
when he makeg/his gracious Viſits, and 
pleads and e Spoltylares with Sinners 
for admittance * Whatthoughts would(t 
thop have, didſt thou hear "thoſe miſe- 
rable -and | helpleſs Wretches - crying 
out, O the Saviougithat we did flight”! 
© the Salvation we did negle&t't © -the 
Offers of Grace and*© Merey: we *did | 
wickedly and conteinptuouſlyeaſt :bp- 
hind our backs! O the miany,'the ear- 
neſt,” the importunate, the afictioaath 
and loving entreaties' and courtin of 
the: Son: of -God, 'whith we tid- 


bornly reſft;'2nd offer the hoſt wntex- 


able and wicked defpite unto!" ©, 
tt 1s this, this, that makes our Dimna: 
ion 'thus orit' of meafure, .to- exceed + 

: G 2 2 and 


(124) 
and tranſcend theirs, who were never 
in a capacity of inning; at our- raty } 

.*Tis this that makes Hell ſo hot and 
glowing to us, that ſinks us ſo much hy, 
low all others in this bottomleſs Pit ! 
what would theſe do, might they hay 
the Offers which thou _refuſeſt to ac 

cept of ? How would they rejoice, he 
ſpeedily, gladly, and heartily wo 
they cloſe with Chriſt, might they hay 
an offer of Grace, Pardon, and Merc 
made once more to them.! A 


Queſt. 6. 


Doſt thou think that any-of thoſe 
who have received-Chriſt in ſincerity, 
did ever repent of their ſo doing ? It 
is our ignorance of Chriſt, and unac- 
| xray neſs with him, that makes us 

ink ſo lightly of him. Did we but 
taſte and know how good the Lord is ; 
had we but the ſame ſenſe, experience, 
and knowledge of his Excellencies: they 


haye, who do indeed admit him into #/ 


their Hearts, we ſhould have the lik 
Love, Zeal, and Aﬀettion for hi 
which they have, Thoſe-who have re 

| ceived *. 


7 RAE, FC - IP ya 
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received him, do rejoice in and--love. 
him : They account: him the: only Joy: 
of their Hearts, they eſteem him their: 
Portion, their All, and their only Good... 
Have- not thoſe who, for the ſake of 
Chriſt, have been expoſed to all kind 
of Sufferings, Hardſhips, . and j}l Uſages 
in the World rejoiced in the ſame ? 
Have not they. found. the fſati>factions 
accruing to them, fromthe Faithfulneſs, 
and Love of Chriſt, ſo exceedinggreat, 
and full 6f inexpreſlible ſweetneſs and 
. comfort, they have almoſt overlook'd;. 
they. have really thought all the Suffer- 
ings of this Life yery little and inconſi-- 
ſe} derable, - eſpecially when Faith in Chrift 
oj hath mounted and carried their Souls 
th to take a view and proſpect of what 
-j Chriſt will hereafter advance them un- 
to? Rom, 8. 18: Gold and Silver, 
Crowns, and Earthly Kingdoms, are of. 
3 { 3g, value, more. vile and contemptible . 
than the-Dung and Mire :of + the Streets; | 


$ 

£ 

I 

2 

| when-made ufe of to bribe and hire .one- 

8/ that has received Chriſt into his Heart, 

F to fall off from: him: and rejeC& him. ' I 
have ſerved Chriſt ( ſad Polycarp }, 
fourfcore and ſix Years, and he.never. 

G 3 did 


FOO" Cos.) | 

* did me any harm; and do you think 
(ſaid he to thoſe who would have bri- 
bed and perſwaded him to renounce 
Chriſt ) that now I will renounce: and 
blafpheme, and diſhonour my King and 
Saviour ? Do you think the glorified 
Saints are ſorry they choſe and received 
Chriſt ? Why, they can every jot as 
eaſily be weary of. Heaven, as repent 
of their entertaining ſuch a Guelt. 


Now do thou exerciſe thy Thoughts 
abont theſe things with -the greateſt 
ſeriouſneſs, and anſwer theſe Que- 
ſtions diſtintly and impartially- unto 


thy Conſcience, and preſs on Soul. 


Tach Conſiderations as thou findeſt have 
the greateſt tendency to ſtartle, to a- 
waken and move thee, that thou mayſt 


not continue under the dreadful guilt 


of - lighting Chrift, and rejefting the 
gracious Motions he doth make thee of 
his Love. And, O- that I knew what 
Words would excite thy drowſy Soul, 


and what Arguments would influence 


and make fome kind of impreſſions on 
thy. Mind, Aﬀections, and Heart 2? 'I 
would urge them for thy good; with = 

tne 
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the life and fervercy that is poſſible. -... 
Conſider, Sinner, doth the'Son of God '-* 
tondeſcend to ptead_ and argue with 
thee oe thy Betietit and Comfort ? 
This a very wonderfulthing indeed ; 
the Heavens may well be called to'at- 
tend, and the Earth to give ear ; ſach 
a, prodigy of Love may make. impret- 
ſions on the very Mountains and Rocks, 
And what, 'wilt thou till reſiſt bis 
Courtings, and be the more contemp- 
tuous, by how much the more importu-= 
hate he's with thee? O, how juſtly 
may. ws call to the Heavens to_ be a- 
ſtoniſhed,. and the Earth to be. horribly 
afraid, at the manifeſtation of ſuch ſty- 


v 


PLcItY and ..ingratitude ? How will all 
he.” Creatires, inanimate,” and ſenſleſs 
things, .upbraid ſuch ſortiſh ſtardineſs'! 
way lly;bear witneſs, and give. in evi- 
S9CEBEMALE r= putt ng ler 
; "But." afas, _ after all, what ſignifies « 
the Diſcotirſe 'of a poor Mortal ? Ade- 
lanithep fognd}, by experience , that 
he. had reaſon to fay, The ' old Man, 
, thi” Hearts of Sinners, was too 
ſtems for- young 'Melanfthon, Tt is nor 
G 4 in 


+ In the Miniſter's Power to. reach L 


Heart. But Glorious, Almighty, and: 
moſt Gracious God, thou art above att, 
and thou canſt ſpeak to the Confct- 
ence, and overcome the moſt perverſe 
and ſtubborn Heart ; thou canſt, ahd 
doſt ordinarily make thy Strength and 
power .to appear, in the weakneſs of 
thy meaneſt Seryants :. Lord, to thee 
we turn, and of thee 'we beg, rhat 
that Power” and Plenty of thy good |} 
Spirit may be ſent forth, that poor © | 
Sinners may not walk, in darknefs, 
and' be held any longer in bondage by 
Satan and their Luſts, but that they 
now may caſt away from them their 
Idols, may yield up themfelves to 
Chriſt in the ſincerity of their Hearts; 
and not oppoſe and reſiſt him any 
' longer. Lord, do thou look down in 
| Thy Power and Strength ; and do-thou 
| mightily perſwade and prevail on the 
| Hearts of thoſe. who have hitherts 
| Ttood out againſt the Calls and Entrea- 
| ties of their Saviour ! exert thy Power, 
| ſtretch forth thy mighty Arm, deſcend 
| in the abundance of thy Grace, and 


| bring thy Word and Exhortations to 
| Peoples 


| 
| 
[ 
[ 
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Peoples Souls and Conſciences, wich thy © n 


ſpecial Efficacy, and then fhall People 
hear thy Son's Voice, and knock, .and 
open unto him. | 


Now, Sinner, if thou art at all af- 
fected with any of theſe Conſiderations, 
and doſt truly deſire to receive Chrilt - 
into thy Heart; I will conclude all I 
have at this time. to ſay unto thee, by 
propoſing a few Directions for thy help, 
and .aſliſtagce.. 


&. 


Labour to get 'a deep afſettionats, 
ſenſe of thy own inſufficiency, empti- 
neſs, and miſery withour Chriſt. Study 
the Law of God, how ſtrift and pun- - - 
Qual itis! How many Dutics are com-'- 
manded,. how many Sins forbid ; what. 
Curlſes and Judgments threatued.; how: 
weak and impotent-thoy art ; how far. 
the Law is from either communicativg , 
Strength, or providing. thee a.Pardon ; 
How powerful and lever ; zips, 
ſtice is; :how. liable thou art>ap T0 
oDM: innyngerable, ACCOULLS, 1t0: tt 
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Vengeance and Horror infinite Juſtice 


can inflit : -How dreadful, how miſe- 
rable, how helpleſs thy ſtate is without 
a Mediator ! Think on- theſe things 
till thou art throughly ſenſible of thy 


- © needof Chriſt ; and how impoſſible it 
* & for thee to eſcape any other'way than 


by Chriſt. -We need Chriſt to preſent 
our beſt- Services to God, and obtain 
them acceptance with the Father. O, 
what need have we then of Chriſt, to 
fave us from our manifold Sins, and 
from the direfut Puniſhments they de-. 
ſerve, Rev. 3. 18. Lzuke 15. 21, Chriſt 
will be welcome indeed, when we truly 
ſe our need of him. 


. 
Strive to get thy Heart cleanſed from 


every thing which is contrary to Chriſt, 
and hath a tendency to keep him out 


of thy Heart. Get every Sin imbittered 
to thy Soul, that thou mayſt hate eve- / 
ry thing which 1s an Enemy to: Chriſt. 
Oppoſe Chriſt to every Luft, and ſinful 
ſtirring of 'Heart ; harbour no Luſt nor 
Sin in thy Heart, fight againſt Temp- 
: tations ; 


(131) | 
tations ;/ learn to overcome Tempta-- 
tions and Sins, by reviving ig thy Mind 

the oppoſition and enmity there is be- 

twixt Chriſt and Sin; curb and check,-. : 
mortify and ſubdue every ſinful Incli- } 
nation, by alleadging againſt it, Thoy + 
art an Enemy to my Saviour ! to allow. - 
and entertain thee,” would 'be to -fight 

againſt Chriſt, O, 1 will not for a 

World do any thing that may oitend-! 
and diſpleaſe the Son of God. . 


TIL. . 


- *Pray- earneftly - that the Spirit of - 
God*may mould and form thy Heart 
mto©a, right ;frame” and temper for- 
eRfit” When a Prince, comes to take. - 
up his reſidence at any Plate, or Houſe, . ! 
It 15 not*only neceſſary that 'the Lug- .. 
gage, and Lumber, and--Filth, . be re-- 
moved -and caſt out of Doors, but that- 
all places be righted up, and have their 
proper Furniture : So _ when: Chrzſt< 
comes to take up his abode with'us, .wey! 
are yor- only to caſt away obr Luſtz ard 
Sths, but our Hearts mbſt'he fitred andy 
dilpoſeeto'receive him, by theory 


>, 

ful Operation of his Holy Spirit, beau- 

. tifying and enriching them with Di- 
vine and Heavenly Qualifications. And 
therefore it will concern us to be ear- 
neſt in our Prayers, that the good Spi- 
rit of God may come down upon-us, 
and make our Hearts and Souls meet 
Temples for the Son of God to dwell 
In. 


IV. 


Go forth unto Chriſt, by the aCtings 
of Faith upon all occaſions. Ler Chriſt 
dwelt in your Hearts by Faith, Epheſc:3. 
17. according to every alteration n 
your condition ; and according to..all 
the diverſities of . Providence do you 
{, Took unto Chriſt, exerciſe Faith on him, 
| and by Faith. fetch ſupplies of Grace 
tu from him, | | | 


V. 


|| Meditate” much and oficn on the 
[Love of Chriſt to Sinners., . Read over. 
i the Goſpel, the ſeyeral Apoſtolical Epi» 


i] 
| 

| 
1 
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\ſtles> and the many Prophecies; con-. 


I 

cerning Chriſt, eſpecially 1/a. 63.: take 
notice of the many remarkable Paſſages 
there, relating to Chriſt, declaring his 
Condeſcention and Love,weigh'them ſe- 
riouſly, and: preſs them upon thy own 
Soul and Conſcience, dwell on” theſe 
Matters in thy Thoughts, and expoſtn- 
late with thy ſelf about them, What, 
hath the Son of God taken my Nature ! 
has the King of Glory condeſcended 
to live here in the form of a Servant ! 
did he patiently;undergo all the unjuſt 
Afﬀeonts and Contempts of lewd- and 
prephane People ! did he bear the 
weight of God's Wrath, and. aftually 
lay down his Life in the moſt open, 
ſcandalous ,- curſed , linguering,” and 
painful kind of -Death then known in 
the” World, and*© was all 'this for my 
ſake! O.,, tncomprehenſible Love ! 
What ſhall I return unto my Saviour 
for all this? I. can never love Chriſt 
enqugh ; . may I neyer ceaſe adiniring 
the many Inſtances wherein his - Love 
hath broke forth unto me ; may I {fo 
wonder at, and be affefted with all 
theſe things, that love to Chriſt may 
ihine through all the pallages of my 

of Life : 


| (194) | 
Life :- May I never beat reft, till I ds: 
arrive at the full enjoyment of my Sa: 
viour in his own Kingdom. What, has 
the Lord Jeſus Chrilt done ſo much for 
me! has herevealed ſach Truths, made 
fuch' Promiſes; ſuffered [ſuch Sorrows, 
ſubmicced to ſuch a'Death, as are re- 
corded in the —_ Scriptures ? are ſo F 
y_ lonious -an 
concerning him ? Doth he now | 
"= n in Heaven, and hath he purcha- | 
of ſuch blefſet tnheritance, -and fatiſ- |} | 
fying)Preaſures for poor Sinners ? Nay, . 
doth he'ſtill importune and- entreat me 
to accept of - Him and his Benefits ! 
_— God forbid "that. I ſhvbld” oppoſe his 
Motions, and' reſiſt his: Love any long longer. 
Shall the King of Glory tbe fig ted and 
excluded: ſtill by me * Fi Shall I wilfally 
caſt away'my "own Sbul,'and ſtubborn- 
ly neglect this great Salvation'?_ God 
forbid. © Shall it be writ on my Grave, . 
Here lies the fturdy ungratefal Wretch, 
that' did! wilfully' refit Feſus Chriſt ;. 
the Wretch that reſolyed -to force his 
way'to'Hell, through 'all the Impedi- 
ments- and 'Diſcouragements, mfinite 
Juſtice, and ififinite Mercy had /taid Fra 
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wonderful Things % | 
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his way ? that vile unpitiable Miſcreant, 
that would: damn .himſelf in . ſpite of 


Love it ſelf? ' 
| » ©101QT, -: 


Io ; 


Converſe-much/with thoſe w 


ho-are 


experienced Chriftians,: and have much 
acquaintance _ with Chriſt. Ae that 
watketh with wiſe Men, ſhall be wiſe ;, bat 
a Companion 'of #ails ſhall be deftroyed, 
Prov; :1.3. 20. i:Such People will very. 
much affiſt thee in” thy - clobng -with-. 
Chrift, by their: Diſcourſes, Exhorta- 
tions, and Practice. They can tell 
thee ſuch things concerning Chriſt, 
from their own experience, ., as will 
warm and melt thy Heart, and inflame 
thy AﬀeCtions. They will contribute 
much to thy help by their advice and 
counſel, by” the-accounts. they can give 
thee off their own expcriences, . by their 
watchfulnefs over. thee, . and by their 
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| fervent effeftual Prayers for thee. 
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Labour to be acquainted 'with, ang 
to obſerve all the Motions and Work» 
ings of Chriſt - towards Sinners, and 
cloſe with; and improve every one of 
them, when hes pleaſed to exery any 
of them towards thy ſelf. Take notice of | 
the Calls he doth give thee 'in his Word, 
and the awakening viſits he doth make 
thee by his providential Occurrences, 
and improve. theſe to put thee: oh a- 
more diligent ſearch, and cloſe walking 
after him ; and to excite and quicken in 
thee more fervent deſires after Commy- 
nion with him. . 
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VIII. 


Canſcientiouſly frequent thoſe Ord - 
nances wherein Chriſt bath promiſed his 
more eſpecial Preſence. Prepare thy 
ſelf carefully to meet. thy- Lord, and 
come with paſlionate Defires,- and-- con- 
fident Expectations, grounded on his 
Faithfulnef6,, Word, and Promiſe, that 
he will exhibit himſelf unto thoſe 

| Souls 
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Laſtly" ” Faittfilly reſi gn. aa ore 
up thy ſelf to Chriſt. "When thy Heart 
is. affected truly with a ſenſe of Chriſt's 
Love, then deſire him, by fervent Prayer, 
that he will-be_pleaſed to take thee in- 


vr 4 


| to, Covenant with himſelf, and make 


hezrty; "faithful, entire refien nation 0! 
thy elf unto him. 7.0; Blel ed Jeſus, 
moſt” Holy Saviour ! I am utiworthy I 


_ acknowledg to make uſe of thy Name 3 


have often reſiſted and linned a yak 
thy conſtraining Love, but 1 am 
fily ſorry now that ever 1 did ſo! 0; 

compaſſionate and / tender-hearted Sa- 
viour, reject not an humble, returning, 
mourning. Penitent, 3 embrace.me;, the 
unworthieſt of all others 1 in th2 Arms of 
thy Mercy, and admit me into thy fa-" 
your ; the "more ſtubborn, and head- 
ſtrong, and wilful I have been, the more 
abun antly let thy Grace be manifeſted. 
toward me, . and . bring me under the 
more powerfal influences of thy Love. 


Lord, ſeize, by "the Power of thy rac, 
al 
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and take poſſeſſion of this Soul : *Gras 
cious Saviour, whoſe Bowels have ever 
1g over the' miſerable, and who 
aſt been always compaſſionate and 
gracious, to; the” unworthy, favourably 
accept of this-poor Oblation : Lord, it 
is the purchaſe of. thy own Blood ; ©, 
reKct .not, deſpiſe not, caſt. not away 
what, 'thou_halt bobght. at ſo dear a i 
rate. Lord, "here is' my Soul, my Body, Y 
F; Heart, . my Aﬀettions, my: ' Mind, 
my Judgment, my Will : Lord, here is 
a that I have ;, Lord, ] reſig ign up all 
Q thee, without any reſeryation ; 
as with all,. as. plcaſeth thee beſt, only 
accept-of them':' O Lord, 1 love thee 
dbayse all, I deſire, with my whole Soul, 
to love thee every Day more and more. 
Lord, dwell in.my Heart, .rule over .my 
whole Man, bring all my. Powers unto 
a triie, and ſound ſabjeftion unto, and 
compliance with - thee .in every thing : | 
May. my ,Sayll always admire thee, my; 
Heart - love. khee,. my Tongue praiſe 
thee,. my Lips ſpeak of, thy Glory and 
Goodyelſs : May my Life glorify thee z 
may. I, , fo. every. part of my .practice,; 
ſerve and honour thee ; may all my 
Facul- 
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Faculties and Member be re 
faithful Servants for, and unto thee. 
Lord, I long to be with thee, my Soul 
panteth after thee. For me to live ts 
Chrift, and to die is gain, Phil. 1.21. 
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